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“OLKAS II: Sai ling from and to Byzantium – 
medieval ports from the Euxeinos Pontos to 
the Eastern Mediterranean”

It is my firm belief that the enhancement and 
promotion of general and individual aspects of 
culture requires collective action and scientif-
ic synergy. Both are requisite elements which 
in concert ensure academic documentation, 
safeguarding the quality of results.

The present illustrated catalogue accompa-
nying the photography exhibition “OLKAS 
II: Sailing from and to Byzantium – medieval 
ports from the Euxeinos Pontos to the East-
ern Mediterranean” belongs precisely within 
this framework. This elegant and meticulous-
ly-edited publication, the product of exhaus-
tive primary research and result of a cultural 
collaboration between the Society of Cypriot 
Studies, the European Centre for Byzantine 
and Post-Byzantine Monuments, the Greek 
Embassy in Cyprus, the Cypriot Committee 
of Byzantine Studies, and the Department of 
Antiquities. 

The goal of this volume is to provide readers 
with information about the commercial, eco-
nomic, cultural, and religious relations which 
developed in medieval ports from the Black 
Sea to the Eastern Mediterranean, and to en-
rich our knowledge of bilateral and multilat-
eral relations during medieval times-a period 
whose own history raises the pressing need 
for further exploration and understanding of 
its various facets.

Both the OLKAS exhibition and its illustrat-
ed companion catalogue are of especial im-
portance for Cyprus. Through this cultural 
itinerary, the ports of Cyprus are paid due 
honor, and the historical role they played in 
the development of relations and contacts be-
tween the region’s peoples is manifest. In this 

      

SALUTATION OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
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process, a special role was played by our own 
“Olkas”, the Greek cargo transport ship of the 
era, a representative example of which was 
hoisted from the waters off Kyrenia before 
the Turkish invasion. 

The volume’s illustrated pages confirm Cy-
prus’ historical role in the Mediterranean as 
a hub between East and West, North and 
South. Its importance over the course of cen-
turies is shown, while at the same time the 
multifaceted role the island is called to play 
in the region –even today– is revealed. The 
entire effort is laudable, and both the effort 
that went into it as well as the ensuing results 
deserve recognition, approval, and praise. 

Ioannis Kasoulidis
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republic of Cyprus 
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During the last years, the European Cen-
tre for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Mon-
uments with the implementation of two 
projects: “Olkas. From the Aegean to the 
Black Sea. Medieval city-ports in the mar-
itime routes of the East” and “Limen. Cul-
tural Ports from the Aegean to the Black 
Sea” which are funted by the European Pro-
gram ”Joint Operational Program “Black Sea 
2007-2013” and with the collaboration of 
institutions (scientific institutions, universi-
ties, cultural centres and museums), from 
Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine 
and Georgia has already started a trip to 
the medieval ports of the North Aegean 
and Euxeinos Pontos. 

It consists a great pleasure for us that through 
our collaboration with the Society of Cypri-
ot Studies we extend our wanderings, to the 
Eastern Mediterranean having as final destina-
tion Cyprus and intermediate stops 21 ports 
of the Aegean, the Dodecanese, Cyclades, the 
Saronikos, the Corinthian Gulf and Crete.

The first half of the current exhibition has 
incorporated material from the exhibi-
tion: “Medieval City-Ports in the Maritime 
Routes of the East, North Aegean- Black 
Sea- Caspian Sea”, which was organized 
within the framework of the project: “Ol-
kas” with the collaboration of the Cultur-
al Centre of Thessaloniki and the rest of 
the partners of the project. For the needs 
of the current exhibition the material has 
been significantly enriched with texts for 
the ports of the Aegean written by archae-
ologists of the Ephorates of Antiquities of 
the Ministry of Culture and Sports, as well 
as with texts for the Cypriot Ports, writ-
ten by archaeologists of the Society of Cy-
priot Studies. I personally thank all of them 
for their direct response to our invitation 
and their fruitful collaboration. 

      

  

SALUTATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR BYZANTINE 

AND POST-BYZANTINE MONUMENTS
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The current publication which accompanies 
the exhibition: “Olkas II: Sailing from and to 
Byzantium. Medieval City-Ports from Eux-
einos Pontos to the Eastern Mediterranean” 
presents a lot of aspects of the medieval ports 
of Euxeinos Pontos, Aegean and Cyprus, as 
they were viewed in postcards, photos, maps, 
engravings and portolans. 

We wish the exhibition and the publication 
which accompanies it will become the occa-
sion for many of its visitors and readers to ex-
plore with us the historical world of the East, 
as it is revealed in the ports of the great seas. 

Nikos Zias
Emeritus Professor of the University of Athens 
Chairman of the Administrative 
Board of the European Centre for Byzantine 
and Post-Byzantine Monuments
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The coordination of the important and success-
ful research program “OLKAS” for the ports of 
the northern Aegean and Black Sea by the Euro-
pean Centre for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine 
Monuments (ECBPM) triggered the Society of 
Cypriot Studies, to invite the ECBPM to expand 
the project and via the Aegean ports to connect 
also the Cypriot ports sailing in the Mediterranean 
waters and to create the photographic exhibition 
“OLKAS II”.

This is not the first time that someone is dealing 
with the Cyprus ports. What we seek with the 
current Catalogue, which accompanies the rel-
evant photographic exhibition is to include and 
highlight through a scientific study based on the 
available historical and archaeological evidence 
the Cypriot ports on a network of sea waters 
that are not only defined according to the the 
axis East-West, but also North-South. In oth-
er words, to redefine the historic and strate-
gic role of Cyprus in relation to the Byzantine 
capital, Constantinople, which provided a crucial 
contribution to the role of Cyprus, as later hap-
pened with Venice.

Giving the position of the Island of Cyprus to the 
sea-net on the one hand between the Black Sea, 
Constantinople, Aegean Sea, Asia Minor and Egypt 
and between the Italian cities and the Syro-Pales-
tine coast becomes obvious its geostrategic role 
and become comprehensive, how it was influ-
enced and how it affected the surrounding areas. 
Whenever the Byzantine fleet was sailing safe and 
dominant in the Euxeinos Pontos (Black Sea), the 
Aegean and the Mediterranean Sea, Cyprus ex-
perienced prosperity and wealth. Whenever the 
maritime world of the middle Ages was threat-
ened by invasions, raids and uncertainty, it was 
clearly reflected in the daily life of Cyprus.

We are thankful to the President, Professor N. 
Zias, the members of the Board and the direc-
tor of EKBMM, Dr Anastasia Tourta, who ac-
cepted our proposal for synergy; we also thank 

     

SALUTATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY OF CYPRIOT STUDIES
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the scientific coordinator of the project, Dr Flo-
ra Karagianni for the excellent cooperation. We 
thank the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Gianna-
kis Kasoulides for his Salutation and his constant 
support to our project. We express our heart-
felt appreciation to the Ambassadors of Bulgaria, 
Georgia and Ukraine, countries in the Black Sea 
region with diplomatic missions in Cyprus, who 
responded positive to our invitation and have 
generously provided with their assistance. We 
are also grateful to the Embassy of Greece, which 
offered the aegis of the exhibition in Cyprus. We 
owe cordial thanks for the project and the exhi-
bition “OLKAS ”, conducted under the auspices 
of the Cyprus Committee for Byzantine Studies. 
We are indebted to the Mayors and the Munici-
pality Boards, as well as to the Chairmen and the 
Boards of the Communities in Turkish-occupied 
and free areas of the Republic of Cyprus, who re-
sponded to our call, to the institutions, which will 
host our exhibition, to every partner, who offered 
photographic material, to the writers of the texts 
and entries, to the Cyprus Department of Antiq-
uities, to the archaeologists of the Ephorates of 
Antiquities of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports and the Prefecture of North Aegean-Re-
gional Unit of Chios, to the Cyprus Tourist Or-
ganisation and to Mr Christos Giannakos for their 
precious contribution and cooperation.

We hope to see soon the Cypriot Olkas trav-
elling again and free to the ports of the Gulf 
of Morphou, Kyrenia, Karpasia and Famagusta.

Dr Charalampos G. Chotzakoglou
President of the Board of the Society 
of Cypriot Studies
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The current publication accompanies the exhibi-
tion: “Olkas II. Sailing from and to Byzantium. Me-
dieval Ports from Euxeinos Pontos to the Eastern 
Mediterranean which is organized by the Society 
of Cypriot Studies in collaboration with the Eu-
ropean Centre for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine 
Monuments under the auspices of the Cyprus 
Committee for Byzantine Studies.

The exhibition is a visual journey to the enthrall-
ing world of the East. Through maps, portolans, 
engravings, miniatures of manuscripts, postcards 
and photos from the 12th c. up today, various 
aspects of 60 ports of Euxeinos Pontos, Aegean 
and Cyprus are presented highlighting the rich 
medieval past of the respective countries. 

For more than eleven centuries, the ships of the 
byzantine East and the Latin West have been sail-
ing to the seas transferring products and carrying 
merchants, travelers, artists and pilgrims from 
and to Byzantium. The ports developed around 
the coasts were functioning as docking places 
as well as places where the imported products 
reached the local markets in order to cover the 
needs for diet, dress and toilette and raw materi-
als. Basic consumer centre for the largest period 
between the 4th and the 15th c. was Constan-
tinople, who had the highest number of inhabi-
tants, both ordinary citizens and high officials. In 
the six harbors developed to the Marmara Sea 
and the Golden Horn there were daily arriving 
boats from distant destinations of the Mediter-
ranean as well as from Euxeinos Pontos, which 
supplied the markets of the capital with the nec-
essary products and goods. 

In Euxeinos Pontos, around the coast there were 
developed, even from the archaic period, ports 
that kept from centuries close relationships with 
Constantinople, from which started and to which 
ended many maritime routes. Similarly, the ports 
of Cyprus, as almost all the ports of the Aegean 
islands functioned as final destinations or inter-

   

EDITORIAL NOTE
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mediate stations of long trips made by merchants, 
pilgrims and travelers. 

Today, in these ports there are preserved im-
pressive fortifications and monuments dated back 
to the Byzantine period, to the period of Franks, 
Venetians and Genovese and the period of Ve-
netians and Genoese, which do reveal in a very 
vivid way aspects of the history and civilization 
developed to a huge area from Euxeinos Pontos 
to Eastern Mediterranean.

In the pages of the current edition, the read-
er has the possibility to travel mentally in the 
past and face what the Byzantines and Latin 
travelers and chartographers saw when they 
approached the coastal cities of the big seas. 
The catalogue does not include all the coastal 
sites, since it incorporated mainly ports from 
the project “Olkas” which implemented the 
European Centre for Byzantine and Post-Byz-
antine Monuments in collaboration with seven 
partners from Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Roma-
nia, Ukraine and Georgia (www.olkas.net). The 
exhibition “OLKAS II” is an extension of the 
“OLKAS” project and includes 21 more ports 
of the Aegean islands, the Saronikos and Co-
rinthian Gulf, for which we collaborated with 
the Ephorates of Antiquities of the Ministry of 
Culture and Sports as well as with the Prefec-
ture of North Aegean- Regional Unit of Chios, 
and six ports of Cyprus, which are documented 
by the Society of Cypriot Studies in collabo-
ration with the relevant municipalities and the 
Department of Antiquities. 

Our ambition is the exhibition and the cata-
logue to transport its visitors and readers to 
the medieval seas in which “olkas” boats have 
been sailing for centuries carrying products and 
people.

Dr Charalampos G. Chotzakoglou
Dr Flora Karagianni
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The shipwreck 
of Kyrenia
(Photos from the 
Archive of the 
Department of 
Antiquities).

Sketch of 
the Kyrenia 
Shipwreck by 
Ioannes Nakas.



      -
      

  ,   , -
   .   , 

        
     

       
      

  .  « »,  -
     ,  ’ 
      -
       -

    .

     -
       

    1965    
    33 .,   
       .  
    300  

 , 29    
 ,    10.000 -
.      

      
    , 

      
 15 .  4,5 .    -
       389 . . 
       -
         

  100 ,    -
  .

     
  ,    -

,       
,      

       
 ,     

  . 

. .

Medieval Navigation was developed a lot and in-
cluded an extended variety of types of ships, both 
commercial and war ones, for short and long dis-
tance. Written sources, the findings of underwa-
ter excavations as well as the representations in 
monumental art testify that the most common 
type of ships was that of wooden sailing vessel 
used for the transportation of men and cargos. 
The “olkas”, which became the symbol of our 
project, belongs to this type of sailing ships which 
crossed the seas of the ancient world for many 
centuries carrying various cargos. 

Among the most important and best preserved 
examples of ships of “olkas” type is the vessel 
found in 1965 by the diver Andras Kariolou, in 
33m. depth, in less than a mile distance, north-
east of the Kyrenia Harbor. In its cargo there 
were included almost 300 amphorae of Rhodi-
an origin, 29 huge millstones from Nisyros, and 
more than 10.000 almonds. The underwater ex-
cavations carried out by the American Archae-
ological Mission of the Pensylvania University, 
revealed the dimensions of the vessel which 
were 15x4,5 m. and clarified that the wood of 
the vessel was dated around 389BC. The study 
of the wool proved that it was a rather old ves-
sel, in use for almost 100 year, and it had been 
repaired at least three times. 

Similar commercial ships have been found in Eu-
xeinos Pontos, Sea of Marmara, recently to the 
Theodosius Harbor in Istanbul, Aegean and Med-
iterranean and reveal the variety, and the exten-
sion of the commercial exchanges, as well as the 
development of the medieval ship-building.

F.K. 

 « »
THE “OLKAS”
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When Constantine the Great founded the Roman Em-
pire’s new capital in 330, no one could imagine that this 
city, the “new Rome”, would develop over the centuries 
into a super-power of the age and exert a decisive im-
pact on the history, economy, and culture of the medi-
eval world in the East. The most important sea and land 
routes of the era started or ended in Byzantium’s capital, 
serving both the movement of people-artists, soldiers, 
merchants, and pilgrims-as well as the transport of goods 
to and from Byzantium1.

Historical sources and archaeological finds attest that un-
til at least the early thirteenth century, Constantinople 
remained a major center for consumption and trade in 
food, raw materials, and semi- or fully-finished products 
which arrived there from the empire’s various provinc-
es and from foreign lands2. Prior to the Latin conquest, 
the Euxeinos Pontos and Mediterranean comprised two 
different trade regions, producing specific products that 
ended up in specific markets and following separate trade 
networks and maritime routes 3 (Fig. 1). 

Until the seventh century, Constantinople’s require-
ment for wheat to feed its population was largely met 
by Egypt4. The era’s ships, traversing the Mediterranean 
and Aegean with stopovers at the ports of Cyprus5 
and the Aegean islands6, transported large quantities of 
wheat until at least 640, when the region was conquered 
by the Arabs and broke away from Byzantine territory. 
From the eighth century onward, Constantinople’s grain 
requirements were met by imports from the ports of 
the Black Sea, Russia, and Bulgaria, which also supplied 
the capital with other products such as honey, wax, furs, 
and linen cloth. 

At the same time, products from many distant regions 
arrived via trade in the ports of Constantinople: cheese, 
wine, and oil from Calabria and the Peloponnese; silk 
fabrics from the developed silk-processing centers in the 
West, and spices and fragrances from the Indian Ocean 
and Far East7. Through the rapid growth of commerce, 

          

SAILING TO THE MEDIEVAL PORTS OF THE EUXEINOS PONTOS AND AEGEAN

  // Flora Karagianni
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(A. Tayfun Öner: 
Fl. Karagianni (ed.), 
40 Medieval City-Ports 
in North Aegean and 
the Black Sea. A Cultural 
Guide, Thessalonike 
2014, 117). 

. 3
 YK12 

(Fl. Karagianni 
(ed.), 40 Medieval 
City-Ports in North 
Aegean and the 
Black Sea. 
A Cultural Guide, 
Thessalonike 
2014, 121).

Fig. 2
3D Graphic 
reconstruction of 
Constantinople with the 
location of the harbors 
[© A. Tayfun Öner: 
Fl. Karagianni (ed.), 
40 Medieval City-Ports 
in North Aegean and 
the Black Sea. A Cultural 
Guide, Thessalonike 
2014, 117]

Fig. 3
Shipwreck YK12. 
(Fl. Karagianni 
(ed.), 40 Medieval 
City-Ports in North 
Aegean and the 
Black Sea. 
A Cultural Guide, 
Thessalonike 
2014, 121). 
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Constantinople succeeded in becoming the major trading 
center between East and West. Continuously-expanding 
needs for imported products in turn created more trade 
most of it conducted by sea through ports that functioned 
as major transport stations.

In order to host and meet the requirements of mar-
itime trade, over the course of centuries Constan-
tinople itself acquired more than one port8 (Fig. 2). 
Of these, at least two-the Prosphorion and the Neo-

rion-developed on the side of the Golden Horn, and 
at least three more on that of the Sea of Marmara 
(the harbors of Boukoleon, Julian, and Theodosios). 
There is a fair amount of information about the op-
eration of these ports in the written sources. The 
exact location of the Prosphorion near the harbor 
of Sirkeci has been determined, as has that of the 
harbor of Theodosios, which was thoroughly investi-
gated during recent years following its identification 
during construction of the underwater tunnel in the 
Yenikap  area9.



25

Recent excavations in the harbor of Theodosios have 
shown that it flourished between the fifth and mid-sev-
enth century and continued in operation until the elev-
enth century, primarily serving small cargo ships and fish-
ing boats. During excavation, 37 shipwrecks (Fig. 3) dating 
from the seventh to eleventh century came to light, in 
addition to over 30 anchors and the wooden support col-
umns of the piers at which the boats were tied up.

Excavation of the harbor fill brought to light thousands 
of vase shards (mainly from amphoras), ceramic and glass 
tableware, unguentaria, wooden and ivory artifacts, plates 
and spoons, toiletry articles such as combs and brooches, 
and leather sandals. All these were scattered in the sea 
during a tempest probably caused by a terrible storm, and 
had remained there for centuries. Finds from these boats 
also include many stamped bricks, as well as semi-finished 
marble architectural members which probably comprised 
building material constructed in the capital and earmarked 
for transport to somewhere else, either the Black Sea re-
gion or the Aegean and Mediterranean. 

The study of the contents of many amphoras has also 
proved of interest, showing that traded products in-
cluded spices, olives, various seeds, nuts, hazelnuts, 
and pine cone nuts as well as fruits like figs, grapes, 
cherries, and melons. At the same time, the identifica-
tion of many amphoras from the workshops of Ganos 
and Crimea testifies to wine having been imported to 
the capital from Propontis and North Euxeinos Pontos 
wineries10 (Fig. 4). 

Contacts with ports in the Pontos directly impacted 
the growth of trading routes between Constantinople 
and many cities both within and beyond the empire’s 
borders. The written sources frequently record such 
contacts, while surviving remains attest that important 
cities -many of them founded centuries earlier as Greek 
colonies- grew up around the entire perimeter of the 
Euxeinos Pontos. To varying degrees depending on the 
era, the city-ports of the Pontos formed way-stations 
along the maritime routes of the East, followed for cen-
turies by merchants, soldiers, artists, pilgrims, and trav-
elers. From late antiquity until the late Middle Ages, raw 
materials, finished products, and artworks were trans-
ported from one region to another, and through these 
there was also a movement in ideas, artistic trends and 
currents which influenced the form of medieval culture, 
which in many cases had the monuments of Constanti-
nople as its model11. 
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Fig. 6
Romania. Mangalia. 
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9  . [ . K z ltan, 
G.Baran Çelik 
(eds), Stories from 
the Hidden Harbor: 
The Shipwrecks of 
Yenikap , Istanbul 
2013, 115].

Fig. 4
Amphora from the 
Theodosius Harbor, 
with inscribed 
depiction of a ship. 
9th c. [ . K z ltan, 
G.Baran Çelik 
(eds), Stories from 
the Hidden Harbor: 
The Shipwrecks of 
Yenikap , Istanbul 
2013, 115].
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There is no question but that Byzantium’s capital was not 
only a center of consumption where goods from the Ae-
gean, Mediterranean, and Black Sea arrived by sea. Con-
stantinople was above all a production center with work-
shops that made products of outstanding quality such as 
finished or semi-finished marble architectural members 
from the Propontis, objects for everyday use (pottery), 
religious artifacts, and luxury artworks exported from the 
capital’s workshops to the major urban centers of the 
Black Sea. 

In the case of marble architectural members, we know 
that many Early Christian basilicas in the Byzantine state 
were enriched with liturgical constructions imported 
from the capital12. This practice is easily recognizable, 
mainly due to the scattered architectural members that 
have survived throughout the Byzantine Empire, but also 
thanks to the discovery of shipwrecks which were trans-
porting such materials from Constantinople. A character-
istic example is that found outside the port of Marzam-
emi13 at the southeastern tip of Sicily, whose cargo in-
cluded semi-finished marble members for churches such 
as columns, bases, column capitals, chancel screens, and 
mullions of Proconnesian marble, the members of an Ear-
ly Christian ambo of Thessalian marble, and an alar table 
of Pentelic or Asia Minor marble14. A similar group of 
marble members was also found outside the Syrian city of 
Tartus. The latter ensemble consisted of 20 column cap-
itals, 16 bases, and other marble members15. We should 
take it as a given that marble architectural members were 
similarly transported to the coastal regions of the Eux-
einos Pontos, where a great number of marble members 
from the quarries of Proconnesus (the island of Marmara) 
(Fig. 5) has been identified among the furnishings of Early 
Christian basilicas. These members (column capitals, litur-
gical constructions) arrived at ports via maritime trans-
port, whence they were channeled to surrounding cities 
for use in their churches. Representative examples have 
already been noted for the case of ambos found in Scyth-
ia, which originated to a large extent from workshops in 
the capital16. Byzantine marble column capitals have also 
been identified in Constanţa17 (Fig. 6). In parallel, a par-
ticularly interesting case is that of the Taurian Cherson-
nese, where according to recent petrographic analyses, 
between 57.6 and 87.9% of the marble members from 
its Early Christian basilicas came from the Proconnesus, 
with a smaller percentage (~7.5%) being made of Naxian, 
Hymettian, Parian, Pentelic, and Thassian marble18.
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A similar dispersion of architectural material is also found 
in the Aegean. Many Early Christian basilicas in Crete pre-
serve architectural members of Proconnesian or Euboean 
marble or Egyptian granite which reached Cretan harbors 
via maritime transport19. 

Pottery, which was easily transported from port to port 
-frequently in large quantities- presents a comparable dis-
semination even if it has to do with tableware or with 
storage or transportation vessels. Especially the ampho-
rae carrying oil or wine were widely spread during the 
Late Roman period to the Aegean, to the coast of Asia 
Minor, to the eastern and southern Mediterranean20, to 
the Lower Danube, and to the whole Euxeinos Pontos up 
to the Azov Sea21, since the imports of oil from Aegean 
and wine from Pontos were very extended in the local 
markets22.

In Late Roman - Early Christian Thessaloniki there has 
inter alia been found a great deal of pottery with paint-
ed coating which belongs to the class of “Central Greek 
painted ware” produced in Nea Anchialos near Volos 
and transported to other regions like Thessaloniki and 
Crete23. On Cos24, Crete25 and Rhodes26, excavations 
have brought to light large numbers of Late Roman am-
phoras and lamps imported from North Africa, Egypt, 
Palestine, Asia Minor, and Cyprus. Furthermore, as is 
clear from surviving amphoras, wine from the ports of 
the Euxeinos Pontos, specifically from Heraclea Pontica, 
Sinope, and the Taurian Chersonnese, was transported 
to the Athenian agora for at least four centuries, from the 
second to sixth century27. In Early Christian Piraeus, large 
amounts of imported tableware from North Africa, the 
ports of the Northern Aegean and Asia Minor have been 
identified, together with amphoras from the Aegean, Cy-
prus, and the Black Sea28. Observation of the dispersion 
of African pottery in the Aegean shows that from the 
fourth century, high percentages of such imports are re-
corded in the ports of the Peloponnese, at Kenchreai, and 
at Piraeus, suggesting the existence of maritime routes 
from North African to southern Greek ports29. It is likely 
that these were stopovers for berthing and mooring large 
ships carrying grain to the capital and cities suffering from 
food shortages30.

Until at least the mid-seventh century, the Aegean islands 
enjoyed prosperity which, in the absence of any serious 
enemy harassment, offered itself for the smooth and easy 
transport of goods, as the region became a crossroads 
of both maritime trading routes and those followed by 
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travelers in this period31. The role of trade in the com-
munications and functioning of port cities was enormous, 
and became crucial for their survival during ensuing cen-
turies. The written sources attest that even in the peri-
od of Arab raids which affected Cyprus and the Aegean, 
maritime commerce never ceased. For example, there is 
the well-known incident recorded in the Miracles of Saint 

Demetrius in which the city’s patron saint Demetrius ap-
peared in a vision to the shipmaster Stephanos, who was 
in Chios preparing to sail for Constantinople, and per-
suaded him to change course and come to Thessaloniki, 
transporting his wheat cargo to relieve the city, which 
was being beset by Arab attacks. A comparable incident is 
recorded in the Miracles of Saint Nicholas, where the saint 
appeared to a group of ship-owners traveling with a load 
of grain from Cyprus to Constantinople and persuaded 
them to change course and transport their grain the Myra 
in Lycia, which was under siege by the Arabs32.

Archaeological evidence33 supports the testimony of the 
sources about the continuation of trade in the beginning 
of the seventh century. The famous shipwreck of Yassi 
Ada in the southeast Aegean, dated to 625-626, confirms 
the existence of trade along the Asia Minor littoral. This 
ship, which was carrying a cargo of almost 800 amphoras 
of wine and a large number of tableware, cooking and 
storage vessels, set out from some port in the eastern 
Aegean and foundered somewhere between the coasts 
of Asia Minor and Cos34 (Fig. 7).

While there is no doubt that maritime communications 
between ports never ceased, the minimal number of 
written references to trade as well as the absence of 
Byzantine shipwrecks35 between the mid-seventh and 
mid-eighth centuries attest to a perceptible decrease in 
long-distance trade during this period. The Arabs’ dom-
inance at sea, the loss of much of Byzantine territory, 
particularly Egypt, North Africa, Syria, and Palestine, Arab 
raids on Asia Minor, and the abolition of the annona sys-
tem led to the contraction of major commerce and the 
growth of small-scale trade36 (Fig. 8). 

The state of maritime commerce appears to have force-
fully altered in the tenth-eleventh centuries, an era when 
the frequency of shipwrecks increases abruptly, particu-
larly between Constantinople and Russia, but also in the 
southern Pontos and along the coasts of the Aegean and 
Syria. Among well-known wrecks that have been inves-
tigated, those on the southwest coast of Asia Minor at 
Bozburun and Serçe Limani are especially interesting. The 
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former, which dates to 874, was transporting amphoras 
of wine from Crimea and the Sea of Marmara37, while the 
latter, found at Serçe Limani north of Rhodes and dated 
to the late 1020s, was transporting around three tons of 
glass fragments destined for recycling, dozens of table-
ware vases and cooking vessels, and more than a hundred 
amphoras38. 

During this period and until the late twelfth century, 
Constantinople was an important center of transit trade 
in the East, which included many other ports as way 
stations. A similar role was played by Thessaloniki, at 
whose port grain and other goods arrived by sea from 
other regions in the empire and from Arab territories to 
be channeled to the city’s marketplace and the Macedo-
nian hinterland. Trebizond was a major commercial port 
city where goods from ships carrying products-chiefly, 
spices and fabrics- from Syria were traded, and whence 
goods from central Asia were exported. Correspond-
ingly, on the north side of the Euxeinos Pontos, com-
mercial ships arrived at Cherson carrying wine (Fig. 9) 
and grain from Paphlagonia, Aminsos, and the theme of 
Bucellariorum, while natives exchanged silk, red leather, 
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Fig. 7
Artistic representation 
of the shipwreck Yassi 
Ada I [ . Damianides 
(ed.), .  

   
 , 

 2014, 209].

Fig. 8
Byzantine ships 
attacking Arabic 
ones using the 
“Sea fire”. 
Miniature of the 
manuscript of 
I.Skylitzes. 
12th c. 
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and pepper with the Pechenegs in return for skins and 
wax39. In the twelfth century, Corinth was an important 
center of silk production, while from the late eleventh 
century Andros produced high-quality silk cloth which it 
exported via its ports to nearby Euboea and, above all, 
Constantinople40.

Trade in the medieval port cities of the East also contin-
ued in the early thirteenth century until the fourth Cru-
sade, when a new period characterized chiefly by the 
economic penetration by the Latin West of Byzantium 
began. Venice, Genoa, and Pisa were the three powerful 
maritime cities of Italy, with the Mediterranean as their 
major field of competition, where each sought to gain 
the lead in transit trade. The presence of Latin trad-
ers who primarily brought textiles to Byzantine cities, 
and as a rule purchased agricultural and livestock prod-
ucts and raw materials was pronounced and continuous 
throughout the Late Byzantine period. Gradually, from 
the late thirteenth century the two great naval republics 
of northern Italy, Venice and Genoa, turned even more 
vigorously to Byzantium, seeking to turn it into a center 
of expansion for their trade. Through a series of imperi-
al chrysobulls (edicts) starting from the eleventh centu-
ry, Venetian commerce became even more favored than 
Byzantine, which resulted in the opening of the Byzan-
tine Empire to penetration by the Venetian economy41. 
Venetian galleys sailed the seas having as destinations 
the ports of the Mediterranean, the Aegean, and the 
Euxeinos Pontos42, whence they carried back to Venice 
spices, dyes, sugar, precious stones and above all, raw 
materials such as silk from Persia, the coasts of the Cas-
pian Sea, and China, and cotton from Syria, Cyprus, and 
Lesser Armenia43 (Fig. 10).

The archaeological material from excavations throughout 
the coastal zone of these seas demonstrates that after 
Constantinople was reconquered by the Byzantines, the 
capital of Byzantium continued to be an important center 
of commerce, consumption, and production. Many goods 
were exported from it to the port cities of the Black Sea 
and Aegean. A characteristic example is the dispersion of 
glazed tableware, which arrived directly from Constanti-
nople and was used by local households. Large quantities 
have been found on the northwest coast of the Euxeinos 
Pontos, where imported Byzantine pottery shows that 
trading activities opened new roads for the transport of 
goods from the ports of the Black Sea to the Lower Dan-
ube44. In the northern Pontos, primarily in Cherson45, ex-
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Sevastopol. 
Archaeological 
Museum of 
Cherson. 
Amphorae.
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Fig. 10
The port of 
Venice. Woodcut 
by Canon 
Breydenbach 
and Erhard 
Reuwich. 1486 
[ . Damianides 
(ed.), .  
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Schedel, 1493. 
(Kentin Anlam 
Haritalar  
Gravülerde, 
Istanbul 2008, 48).

Fig. 11
Engraving of 
Constantinople 
by Hartmann 
Schedel, 1493. 
(Kentin Anlam 
Haritalar  
Gravülerde, 
Istanbul 2008, 48). 
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cavations have brought to light imported glazed vases be-
longing to various categories, including fine sgraffito ware 
and polychrome vases. Of especial interest is the disper-
sion of one of the most distinctive classes of Palaiologan 
glazed ceramics, “Zeuxippos Ware”, which was largely 
associated with Constantinople, but which is also found 
in other port cities such as Paphos on Cyprus, Thessalon-
iki, Cherson, and Caffa (Feodosiya)46. At the same time, 
in many cases it has been recorded the phaenomenon of 
imitation of the imported Constantinopolitan pottery by 
the local workshops, some of which, as those of Corinth, 
produced high quality ceramics47.

In order to provide security for trade and protect resi-
dents and merchants from pirates, a network of strong 
fortifications was developed in ports. Such fortification 
works offered populations protection and ensured the 
control of shipping. The size and type of fortifications de-
pended on the size of the city itself. Constantinople (Fig. 
11), the largest city in the East, had strong land and sea 
walls from the time of its founding by Constantine the 
Great. These were expanded during the reign of Theodo-
sius and maintained, restored, and reinforced significantly 
during the centuries that followed so as to strengthen the 
city against enemies endeavoring to besiege it, whether 
by land or by sea48. 

From the fourth to late sixth century, Euxeinos Pon-
tos ports were attended to by the Byzantine emperors, 
who reinforced the existing fortifications of cities such as 
Mesembria (Nessebar)49 and Odessos (Varna)50. At the 
same time, Agathoupolis (Ahtopol)51, Sozopolis (Sozopol)52 
(Fig. 12), Kastritsi (Euxinograd)53, the city on Cape St. Atha-
nasius at Byala54, and Byzone (Kavarna)55 were surrounded 
by fortification enclosures during the late fourth and fifth 
century, and in the late fifth-early sixth century, walls were 
built at Kranevo56 and ancient Dionysopolis (Balchik)57.

In the region of Dobruja, which seceded from Moesia 
Inferior and became an independent province under the 
name of Scythia Minor, building phases of this age are 
recognizable in the fortifications of Akra (Cape Kaliakra) 
(Fig. 13) attributed to Valens (364-378), as well as in sixth 
century interventions58. At Tomis (Constanta), the pro-
vincial capital, three inscriptions mention works on the 
city walls; these date to the sixth century and are prob-
ably to be associated with the Justinian period59. On the 
other hand, the fortifications of Callatis (Mangalia)60 and 
Istria61 were repaired in the same period, reducing the 
area of the existing city by half. 
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Fig. 12
Bulgaria. 
Sozopol. 
View of the 
walls.

Fig. 13
Bulgaria. 
Cape Kalliakra. 
View of the 
walls.
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During this same era, a number of port cities in Crimea 
received reinforcements of their fortifications. The Tau-
rian Chersonnese (Sevastopol) was repeatedly subject-
ed to repairs of its walls by Theodosius I, Arcadius, Ze-
non, and Anastasius or Justinian62; on the eastern side of 
the peninsula, the city of Kimmerios Bosporos (Kerch), 
founded at the crossroads of the northern Caucasus, 
the Caspian steppes, distant China, and the Turkish 
Khanate, had its walls strengthened by Justinian, accord-
ing to Procopius63.

On the eastern side of the Euxeinos Pontos, near the 
bustling commercial and military road that linked the 
Byzantine Empire with the western part of Georgia (Laz-
ica), Justinian founded the port city of Petra (Tsikhisdzi-
ri) (Fig. 14); some kilometers further north, the Roman 
fort in the harbor of Apsaros was strengthened in the 
sixth century64. 

Similar fortification works, interventions to existing walls, 
and the erection of new fortifications to protect port cit-
ies are found throughout the Aegean between the fourth 
and sixth centuries. On the Macedonian-Thracian coast, 
the walls of Thessaloniki65 (Fig. 15), Christoupolis (Ka-
vala)66, Limenas on Thassos67, and Anastasioupolis68 all 
received interventions. The existing enclosure wall of 
Corinth69 was reinforced and phases of this period are 
recognizable or attributed to some of the later castles 
in the ports of the Aegean islands, including Mytilene70, 
Chios71, Paros72 (Fig. 16), and Herakleion73.

During the difficult seventh and eighth centuries, the 
Aegean was dominated by the Arabs, who attacked its 
ports and plundered many castles before finally arriving 
at Constantinople. In the early ninth century, the Arab 
rule of the seas threatened the entire empire, as the Ar-
abs, using Chandax as their base of operations, launched 
continuous pirate raids in the Aegean74. During this peri-
od, port cities suffered much destruction, and their pop-
ulations frequently shrank to the inland regions, where 
new castles were built to protect inhabitants, above 
all from pirates. This is the picture presented by many 
islands75 including Thassos76, Chios77, Kos78, Naxos79, 
Paros, Andros80, and Crete81, while in some cases such 
as the castle at Pythagoreion on Samos, inscriptions 
record the inhabitants’ gratitude to the despots The-
ophilos and Theodora, thanks to whom its harbor walls 
were restored (829-842), as well as to the despot Ni-
kephoros in 968, who contributed towards the repair 
of its tower82.
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Fig. 15
Thessaloniki. 
View of 
the western 
walls.

Fig. 16
Paros. 
Paroikia. 
Detail of 
the walls.
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Fig. 17 
Belgorod 
Dnestrovsky. 
View of the 
castle.

. 14
. 

. 
  
.

Fig. 14
Georgia. 
Tsikhisdziri. 
View of the 
walls.
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Following Nikephoros Phokas’ retaking of Crete in 961, 
Aegean ports continued in operation, taking advan-
tage of existing fortifications which in some cases were 
strengthened with new sections, e.g. on Rhodes83. How-
ever, the biggest breakthrough in the art of island fortifi-
cations and the form of their harbors occurred after the 
Latin conquest of Constantinople in 1204 and the pene-
tration by Italian cities into regions belonging to Byzan-
tium and surrounding areas. Many of the empire’s lands 
passed into the hands of Western ruling or feudal hous-
es, and the Venetians and Genoese created an extensive 
network of possessions in the East. In the Aegean, Ve-
netian dominance was consolidated with the conquest 
of Crete and dominance in Euboea and the Cyclades, 
where the Duchy of the Aegean or Duchy of Naxos was 
established. Gradually, during the fourteenth century 
additional Venetian acquisitions included Almyros and 
Nafplion (1389), Athens (temporarily) (1395), Thessa-
loniki (1423), the Sporades (1454), Lemnos (1494) and 
others. In the face of this Venetian penetration in the 
Aegean, the Genovese were confined to possession of a 
number of islands in the northern and eastern Aegean, 
which passed into the jurisdiction of Genoese houses. 
Among these were the Gattilusi, whose rule extended 
to Lemnos, Thasos, Samothrace, and Imbros, while the 
Giustiniani ruled in Chios, Samos, and Ikaria84. In paral-
lel, after the conquest of Constantinople the Venetians 
and Genovese turned to the northern Black Sea region, 
where they founded the colony of Tana (Venetian) 
and the comparable colonies of Enisala85 at the mouth 
of the Danube, Mauricastro (Belgorod-Dnestrovsky)86 
(Fig. 17), Cembalo (Balaklava), Caffa (Feodosiya) (Fig. 
18), Soldaia (Sudak), Sarsona (Sevastopol), and Cherkio 
(Kerch) (Genoese) 87.

Many of the existing harbor castles in the Aegean were 
built or reconstructed during the period of Venetian 
rule, including those of Andros88, Paroikia on Paros89, 
Myrina and Kotsina on Lemnos90, Chania91, Rethymnon92 
and Herakleion93 (Fig. 19), while the Genoese strength-
ened important castles such as those of Mytilene (Fig. 
20) and Methymna on Lesbos94. Similarly, in the Eastern 
Aegean from the early fourteenth to the fifteenth centu-
ry, after completing their conquest of the Dodecanese, 
the Knights of St. John developed a dense network of 
strengthened fortifications, which protected first and 
foremost the region’s ports, including Rhodes95 (Fig. 21), 
Lindos, and Cos96.

     74.  
      -

        
  ,      

       . 
     75   -
76,  77,  78,  79,  ,  80 

  81,       -
    ,  -

       
   ,    

   (829-842)  ,  
      968   

   82.

       -
   961       

,    , 
   ,   , 

  83.      -
         
      -

  1204      -
          
  .     

      
,       

    .    -
       -
        , 

         
,      -

  14        (1389), 
   (1395),   (1423), 

  (1454),   (1494) . .  
’      ,  -

      
    ,   -
    .   
    Gattilusi    , 

, , ,      Gi-
ustiniani  ,   84. ,  

      -
      , 

      ( )   
  Enisala85    -

, Mauricastro (Belgorod-Dnestrovsky)86 ( . 17),  
Cembalo (Balaklava)  Caffa (Feodosiya) ( . 18), 



. 19
.  

  
 . 

(   
 

).

. 20
. 

  
  

.

Fig. 19
Herakleion. 
The Venetian 
fortress of the 
harbor (Archive 
of the Ephorate 
of Antiquities of 
Herakleion).

Fig. 20 
Mytilene. 
Castle and 
house of the 
Gattilusi.
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Fig. 21
Rhodes. 
View of the palace 
of the Great 
Magister with the 
Mantraki harbor to 
the back (Archive 
of the Ephorate 
of Antiquities of 
Rhodes).
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Fig. 18
Crimea. 
Feodosiya. 
View of the 
walls.
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Despite the Byzantines’ and Latins’ concern to secure 
the protection of port cities in both the Euxeinos Pontos 
as well as the Aegean, sooner or later the region came 
under the jurisdiction of the Ottoman Empire97, which 
changed the balance of power, the conditions, and the 
terms of trade, and naturally influenced the form of ports.

In any event, the historical sources and comparative study 
of the archaeological material reveal that throughout the 
entire Byzantine period, communication among the ports 
of the Black Sea, the Aegean, and the Mediterranean 
was indisputable and enormously important for the de-
velopment of maritime networks. The written sources 
frequently record movements of ordinary people, holy 
personages, pilgrims, and travelers98, while the products 
transported by ships, whether as tradable goods or as 
personal items carried by the era’s travelers in their lug-
gage, comprise the chief witnesses to contacts between 
and among the ports at which medieval ships sailing from 
and to Byzantium arrived.
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Located in a strategic place which connects East 
with West in the passage of Vosporos, Istanbul 
functioned during the centuries as a crucial 
crossroad through which Black Sea countries 
were linked to Aegean and Mediterranean Sea. It 
was originally built by Greek colonists in the 7th 
century BC under the name Byzantion and in the 
reign of Constantine the Great (330) it became 
the capital of the Roman Empire. During the next 
centuries, as the imperial and religious centre of 
the Byzantine Empire, it became the wealthiest, 
most crowded and luxurious city of the medieval 
world. It was surrounded by very impressive and 
strong walls which protected it during the ages 
and it was enriched through the centuries with 
numerous imperial and ecclesiastical buildings. After 
its conquest by the Ottomans (1453), it retained its 
cosmopolitan character since it continued being the 
capital of the Ottoman Empire.

In order to cover the constant need for raw 
materials, food, goods, etc., Constantinople 
developed an extended network of exchanges 
implemented in the six harbors which were built 
there, according to the byzantine sources. Two of 
them, Neorion and Prosphorion were located in the 
Golden Horn and served as commercial harbors 
and naval dockyards even from the period of ancient 
Byzantion. During the centuries, to the coastline of 
the Sea of Marmara were developed the Theodosius 

Harbor, the Kontoskalion, the Harbor of Julian as well as 
the Boukoleon Harbor.

Up today, Istanbul remains the biggest and most 
important city-port which joins the Black Sea with 
the Propontis and Aegean. In the city there are 
preserved many architectural buildings and works of 
art - representatives of all periods of its history-, which 
consist unique cultural witnesses of the city’s rich past.
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The Harbor of Theodosius, also known as 
Port of Eleutherios, was located beneath the 
modern Yenikap  neighbourhood, close to 
the Sea of Marmara. It was built in the late 
4th century during the reign of Theodosius 
I and for centuries it functioned as the city’s 
major point of trade until it was destroyed, 
probably because of an earthquake and 
was gradually silted by the end of the 
12th c. During the recent excavations on 
the construction of Marmaray and Metro 
railway hub, within the moist sand were 
found 37 byzantine shipwrecks mainly 
commercial vessels of short distances and 
fishing boats, dated between the 5th and 
10th centuries AD, two piers and about 
30 stone anchors. Today, the excavation 
remains the biggest harbor excavation, 
which has uncovered very important, 
impressive and unique findings.
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Ahtopol lies on a bay located on the 
southern part of Bulgarian Black Sea coast. 
It was colonized by Greeks in the late 7th 
century BC and its port is in use with almost 
no interruption to the present day. The 
town was first named Avlion Teichos or Avlikon 
and later, it is attested in the written sources 
as Agathoupolis. In Middle Ages it was a very 
vivid commercial port in which a lot of ships, 
byzantine, italian and others were arriving. 
Agathoupolis has been burnt down and 
devastated by sea pirates many times in its 
history, but it never stopped functioning as a 
thriving centre of fishery and overseas trade. 
Today traces of the early Christian walls 
are preserved as well as the 12th century 
monastery of St John. 
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 Sozopol is located on the southern part 
of Bulgarian Black Sea coast and lies on 
both sides of a peninsula, where two ports 
are developed. It was colonised by Greeks 
in the 7th century BC under the name 
Apollonia Pontica but after the adoption 
of Christianity in the 4th century AD it 
was renamed Sozopolis. It is mentioned in 
byzantine historical sources, in the geography 
of Al Idrisi (12th c.), in many Venetian and 
Genovese commercial documents (13th c. - 
14th c.), as well as in the military march 
of Amadeus VIth of Savoy in 1366. During 
the centuries, Sozopol played an important 
role as trade and naval centre. Today, the 
city preserves traces of its fortifications and 
traditional wooden houses which form a very 
picturesque character in the city.
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Burgas is the second-largest city on Bulgarian 
Black Sea coast and the biggest port of 
Bulgaria. It was founded around 4th century 
BC and is inhabited with no interruption 
until today. During the Roman period in the 
area there were mineral baths, while in the 
Middle Ages a small fortress, called Pyrgos, 
was erected, probably used as a watchtower. 
In 13th century the city appears in the 
written sources as Burgas. Later, it passed 
to the Ottoman rule and in 19th century it 
became the second important Ottoman port 
of the Black Sea after Trebizond. Today it 
retains its importance as industrial, cultural 
and tourist centre of the region. 
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It is located on a peninsula at the northern 
entrance of the Gulf of Burgas. It was 
founded at the end of the 6th century BC 
as a Greek colony of Apollonia and soon 
became a maritime centre and a prosperous 
trade town of the wider region under 
the name Anchialos. The ancient and early 
Christian city with its walls sank during 
earthquakes in the beginning of the 8th 
century, but it was rebuilt by Byzantines 
at the end of the same century. After the 
conquest of Constantinople, many noble 
men settled there, such as members of the 
Kantakouzenoi family, to whom the sultan 
allotted the salt-pans of the area. During the 
next centuries, Anchialos developed a lot 
and became an important centre for fishery, 
vineries, production of sea salt and wine. 
In the 20th century the city was renamed 
Pomorie. 
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Nesebar lies on a peninsula of the Black 
Sea coast, formerly an island, and it posses 
two ports located on its both sides. It was 
established by Thracians and it became a 
Greek colony at the end of the 6th century 
BC. It is a city with very rich history 
through the ages having an uninterrupted 
life until today. In the Middle Ages it 
became a very important stronghold of 
the Byzantines who reinforced it, created 
its network of streets and squares and 
built several churches in it. Today, the old 
city presents an impressive monumental 
character and it is included in the List 
of World Cultural Heritage Sites of 
UNESCO.
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50 km. south of Varna, in Byala, in the cape 
of St. Athanasios, have been preserved 
antiquities which testify the existence of 
an ancient city (Larissa?) with a continuous 
inhabitation at least from the 6th c. 
BC up to the 7th c. AD. The city had a 
prosperous life in late antiquity (4th-6th c.), 
during which, on the cape there had been 
constructed fortification walls, a big complex 
with an early Christian basilica and a winery, 
ceramic kilns, baths, houses and workshops. 
To the south of the cape was developed 
a small harbor in which, underwater 
investigations brought to light anchors and 
pottery dated to the 4th-6th c. The city was 
destroyed probably due to the avaroslavic 
invasions of 614-616, but traces of medieval 
habitation, which are attributed to the city 
of Viza, are recorded at a small distance to 
the north of the settlement. Today, Byala is 
a significant tourist resort of the Bulgarian 
coast, whereas the preserved antiquities 
consist a main attraction of the area.
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Varna is the largest city of the Bulgarian 
Black Sea coast. It was originally inhabited 
by Thracians and later by Greeks in the 
6th century BC under the name Odessos. 
During the Roman period it covered a huge 
area and acquired a prominent complex of 
public baths, erected in the late 2nd century 
AD which is still preserved today. The city 
became an important Christian centre and in 
early byzantine period more that ten basilicas 
were built in it. By the late 13th century 
Varna was mentioned in numerous medieval 
and venetian written sources whereas it is 
included in the portolans of the 14th-15th 
century, marked as the most important 
port between Constantinople and the 
Danube delta. During the Ottoman period 
it continued being a major port, agricultural, 
trade and shipbuilding centre of the Ottoman 
Empire and until today Varna remains a 
thriving, prosperous, vivid commercial and 
cultural city-port of the Black Sea. 
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The city-port of Kastritsi is located north 
of Varna Bay, on the Black Sea coast, very 
close to Euxinograd. It used to be a thriving 
trade centre in the Middle Ages having a 
well organized defensive system with a 
fortress dated back to the 13th-14th century. 
Recent excavations have revealed a lot of 
movable findings such as a hoard of silver 
coins from the era of Tsar Ivan Alexander 
(1331-1371 AD) and his son Michael, 
utensils and weaponry. These findings signify 
the prosperity of the city in 14th-15th 
century when Kastritsi was mentioned in all 
navigation maps and port lans. Afterwards, 
it passed to the Ottomans who demolished 
the fortress. Today traces of its medieval 
buildings are standing to witness its rich 
medieval past. 
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Balchik is located in the northern Bulgarian 
Black Sea coast, in the Dobruja area. It was 
founded by Thracians and later became 
colonized by Greeks who named it Krounoi. 
Later, due to its developing viticulture, the 
city was renamed Dionysopolis in honour 
to the God of wine, Dionysus. During the 
Middle Ages (9th-10th c.), a fortress was 
erected up-hills and later, around 11th 
century, it was reconstructed but the role 
of the port decreased. In late medieval and 
in Ottoman period the city-port which was 
marked on some navigation maps, exported 
grain. From the 19th century onwards 
Balchik developed as a rich agricultural 
region, wheat-exporting port and an 
important tourist destination of the 
Black Sea.
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Kavarna is located on the northern part of 
Bulgarian Black Sea coast, on the place of 
ancient Byzone which was founded in the 
6th century BC and has an almost ceaseless 
life until today. In the 1st century BC, due 
to an earthquake, part of the ancient city 
sank but it was soon rebuilt and flourished 
during the next centuries. According to 
the literary sources it was destroyed 
several times in its history by Slavs (7th c.) 
and Ottomans (14th c.) but it was never 
abandoned. Today the city, under the name 
Kavarna which was documented for the 
first time in the 15th century, remains an 
important maritime, commercial, cultural 
and tourist centre of the Black Sea region, 
in which traces of its medieval past are 
preserved: parts of walls, churches and 
public buildings.
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Located in the northern part of Bulgarian 
Black Sea coast, in the Dobruja region, 
Kaliakra is known as the longest cape in the 
Balkan Peninsula which extends into the sea 
at a length of 2 km. The slopes of the cape 
take a 60-70m plunge straight into the sea. 
In the plateau traces of its medieval fortress 
are preserved. The port and its fortress 
are mentioned in byzantine documents 
while Kaliakra is recorded in all navigation 
maps and portolans of 14th and 15th 
centuries. Today the place is a nature and 
archaeological reserve and consists a very 
attractive tourist destination.
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Located in southwestern Ukraine, on the 
shore of the Dniester Estuary, Belgorod-
Dnestrovsky is today the third largest city 
in Ukraine widely known for vineyards and 
wine-making industry as well as for its rich 
cultural heritage. It was founded in the late 
6th century BC by Greeks from Miletus 
under the named Tyras and it existed until 
the 4th century AD when it ceased after 
been attacked by Huns. On the ruins of the 
ancient city the Byzantines built Asprocastro 
while later, in the 13th-14th centuries, the 
city became one of the largest ports in the 
Republic of Genoa. In late 14th century 
Tatars built a fortress at this place which was 
later rebuilt by the Ottomans who captured 
it in 1484 and gave it the name Akkerman. 
Today Belgorod-Dnestrovsky preserves 
its function as a port as well as traces of 
the fortress which consists a remarkable 
rememberance of its medieval past. 
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Located on the northwest part of the 
Ukrainian Black Sea coast, Odessa is a large 
cultural, industrial and administrative centre. 
It was founded around 4th century BC as 
a Greek colony and it appears again in the 
sources in the 14th century when there 
was located a small settlement of Hacibey 
occupied mostly by Greeks, Turks and 
Tatars. Later on, in the mid-1760s, nearby, 
the Ottomans erected the fortress of Yeni 

Dünya. In 1791 the fortress was annexed 
to the Russian Empire and in 1794 Empress 
Catherine the Great built in this place a 
new city, based on the plans of the engineer 
François de Wollant, which in the next 
year was renamed Odessa. Although the 
fortress has been destructed, today the old 
part of the city and the port have to a great 
extent preserved their original layout and 
architectural environment.
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The modern city-port of Sevastopol is 
located on the southern shore of Crimean 
Peninsula, the ancient Tavrida, where the 
Greek colony of Chersonesus was founded 
in the 6th century BC. The fortified city 
played a crucial role during the Roman era 
and particularly during the Byzantine one 
when it was developed into an important 
ecclesiastical centre. For a short period 
of time, in the middle of the 14th century, 
the city, known by then as Cersona, fell 
under the control of the Republic of 
Genoa and later due to the numerous 
invasions of Tatars and Lithuanians in 
early 15th century it appears as a rather 
small fishing settlement. In 1783 following 
annexation of Crimea to Russian Empire, 
there was founded the city of Sevastopol, 
the major trading port and naval base of 
Russian Fleet on the Black Sea. Today the 
standing monuments and the antiquities 
that have been excavated consist an open 
archaeological site and provide a very 
clear image of the area and the form of 
the medieval city which impresses with its 
wealth, size, morphology and typology of 
buildings and works of art.
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Feodosiya is situated on southeastern 
Crimea where in the 6th century BC a 
Greek colony of Miletos was founded. After 
a long period of silence, the city appeared 
strongly in the region in the 13th century 
when the Genoese established in this site 
a flourishing commercial port named Caffa 
which served as an administrative center 
for all Genoese colonies of the northern 
coast of the Black Sea. In 1475 the city was 
captured by Ottomans and by then it was 
divided into an inner fortress, an outer 
fortress and a suburban area. In 1774 it was 
annexed to the Russian Empire and in 1804 it 
was renamed again Feodosiya. Today the city 
is an important sea port. The archaeological 
findings of ancient Theodosiya are very few, 
mainly because they were covered by water 
due to the rising of the sea level, however, 
large parts of the medieval fortification 
wall with its towers are well preserved and 
consist remarkable traces of the medieval 
past of the city.
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Situated on the strategic point where 
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov meet, 
Kerch is one of the oldest cities of the 
area. It was founded in the 7th century 
BC by Greek colonists from Miletos 
under the name Pantikapaion and it 
became an important port which had great 
economic and cultural prosperity through 
trade development and export of grain. 
It presented a continuous life until its 
devastation by Huns around 370s AD. In 
the 6th century AD the city fell under the 
rule of Byzantine Empire and the fortress 
of Bosporos was built in it. From 1318 until 
late 15th century the city was a Genoese 
colony known under the name Vosporo or 
Cercio serving as a large sea port of the 
Republic of Genoa. In 1475 the city passed 
to Ottomans who built here the fortress 
of Yeni Kale. Following annexation of the 
area to Russian Empire in 1774, by the 
middle of the 19th century the city became 
known as Kerch. Until today it serves as 
a large port, commercial and industrial 
centre, with a rich cultural heritage that 
includes the ruins of the ancient city and 
parts of the fortification.
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Gonio is located in Georgia, 4km north 
of the Turkish borders and is was known 
as Apsaros. In the 2nd century AD it was 
a well-fortified Roman city within the 
Colchis district, known for its theatre and 
hippodrome. Due to its size and strategic 
location, Apsaros-Gonio remained an 
important stronghold of Romans and then 
of Byzantines who restored it after a period 
of neglect. According to the Georgian 
tradition, based on Nicephorus Kallistos 
Xanthopoulos’ Historia Ecclesiastica, the 
Apostle Matthias was crucified in Apsaros 
and buried in the fortress. At the same 
period, in the 14th century, the city was 
first attested in written sources (Michael 
Panaretos) as Gonio. In 1547 the fortress 
was conquered and rebuilt by the Ottomans. 
Today a very impressive huge fortification of 
a rectangular plan is preserved in situ. 
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Batumi is located in southwest Georgia and 
it is the largest coastal city of the country. 
It has been identified with the ancient 
Greek colony in the area of Colchis, named 
Vathys (Bathys) Limen, which means in Greek 
“Deep Harbor”. Under the Roman emperor 
Hadrian (117-138) it was converted into 
a fortified Roman port which was later 
abandoned for the fortress of Petra 
founded by Justinian I. Later on, garrisoned 
by the byzantine forces, it was formally a 
possession of the Kingdom of Lazica. From 
the late 10th to the 15th century Batumi 
belonged to the unified Kingdom of Georgia 
and in mid-16th century it was captured 
by the Ottomans. The city maintained its 
importance as one of the main commercial 
ports on the eastern Black Sea coast for the 
whole Ottoman period and experienced 
a rapid development after 1878 when it 
passed to the Russian Empire. Until today 
its central geographic location and natural 
deep waters make the port of Batumi a 
world-class port and a very important 
commercial centre of eastern Pontos. 
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Near the present-day village of Tsikhisdziri, 
17 km north to Batumi, is located the 
fortified city-port of Petra, built, according 
to Procopius of Caesarea, by the emperor 
Justinian I in the 6th century AD. Soon, 
Petra was captured by the Persian army 
under the leadership of Chosroes I 
Anushirvan and later Byzantines recaptured 
it and destroyed the fortress in order to 
prevent its occupation by Persians in future. 
Petra remained a significant religious centre 
and an Episcopal see until the 10th century 
AD. Ruins of the early byzantine fortress 
as well as of a bath and a church are still 
preserved in situ.
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Founded in 315 BC by Cassander of 
Macedon, Thessaloniki lies on the northern 
fringe of the Thermaic Gulf. It became the 
capital of the Roman province of Macedonia 
during the Roman period and the second 
largest and wealthiest city of the Byzantine 
Empire. Due to its strategic position on the 
crossroad between East (Constantinople) 
and West (Rome) as well as between North 
(Balkan peninsula) and South (Mediterranean 
Sea) it soon became into a very important, 
developed city as well as a rich port 
during the centuries. The city retained its 
cosmopolitan character during the Ottoman 
period and remains until today a big 
prosperous, crowded city-port, commercial 
and cultural centre of northern Greece. 
In its modern grid one can see extended 
parts of the walls which surrounded the 
hellenistic, roman and byzantine city as well 
as a lot of monuments preserved from all 
historical periods, some of them included in 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

F.K.

     
 316 . .       

,   ,  
   .   

     
     
,      

      
    . 

   ,   
  ( ) 

  ( )    
 (  )  
 (  ),  

   , 
      

 .    
     
     
      

- ,    
   .  

     
,    

      
  ,    

     
    

UNESCO.

. .

 
THESSALONIKI



 .
.

Nea Potidaia. 
Aerial photo.



103

  
NEA POTIDAIA 

Located on the narrowest point of the 
peninsula of Cassandreia in Chalkidiki, the 
city-port of Potidaia was founded by the 
Corinthians around 600 BC. Due to its 
strategic position Potidaia became one of the 
most important cities of Chalkidiki, mainly 
after the 2nd century BC when a canal was 
opened up which facilitated navigation and 
boosted trade and economic development. In 
the 6th century AD the city was destroyed 
by the Huns, but the emperor Justinian I 
built there a fortification wall which later, in 
the 15th century, was renovated by John VII 
Palaiologos. 
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Located in the very south edge of Sithonia 
peninsula in Chalkidiki, Toroni was founded 
in the 8th century BC and remained until the 
byzantine period as one of the important city-
ports of Chalkidiki. Since the early Christian 
period the city was limited in the small 
peninsula of Lecythus where a fortress was 
built in the place of one of the two citadels 
of the ancient city. In the middle byzantine 
period Toroni continued to exist as a small 
fortified settlement-port in the Lecythus 
peninsula. Today, traces of different historical 
periods, mainly of the fortifications and the 
early Christian basilicas are visible.
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On the west side of Nea Peramos of Kavala, 
in the gulf of Eleftheres, northwest of the 
ancient Oesyme, rise the ruins of a byzantine 
fortress identified with the byzantine 
city-port Anaktoropolis. The city is also 
attested in literary sources as Alektryopolis, 

Alektoropolis, Eleftheropolis. Anaktoropolis in 
the 9th century AD served as diocese of the 
bishopric of Philippi and soon it was fortified 
with walls, which were restored in the 14th 
century during the reign of Andronikos III 
Palaiologos. In the 18th century the fortress 
had already been abandoned. Today, ruins of 
its fortification wall with the central tower 
are preserved and are visible evidence of the 
history of the byzantine city. 
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Located in the eastern part of Macedonia, 
Kavala has always been one of the most 
important city- ports on the Balkan 
Peninsula. The city lies on the rocky 
peninsula of Panagia, having two ports, one 
small in the eastern part and a larger one in 
the west. Its history begins in the 7th century 
BC under the name Neapolis. During the 
Roman period the city upgraded into a major 
port in the region and a travel station on the 
road between Macedonia and Thrace. Kavala 
was a fortified city even from Antiquity but 
its walls were reconstructed several times 
during the ages and mainly in the byzantine 
period. After the 8th century AD the city, 
under the name Christoupolis became the 
headquarters of military operations. After 
the Ottoman occupation, Kavala continued 
being a very important city of the empire. 
A new fortress was built, its aqueduct was 
reconstructed and new buildings were 
constructed. Today the fortifications, the 
aqueduct, as well as the complex of Imaret, 
founded by Mohamed Ali Pasha in 19th 
century, remain remarkable monuments of 
the city’s rich history.
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In the northern part of the island of Thasos 
is located its capital which consists the 
main city-port of Thassos. According to 
the archaeological evidence, the island was 
inhabited with no interruption from the 
antiquity until today. Thassos became a very 
prosperous fortified city-port from the 6th 
until the 4th century BC. By then, it had two 
ports, used for the war and trade activities. 
In the 4th-6th centuries the city flourished 
and a lot of early Christian basilicas were 
built in it. Later, in byzantine period, for 
security reasons the city shrank in the 
highest point, in the place of the ancient 
acropolis where a new fortress was erected. 
During the Ottoman period the city-port 
retained its importance and until today it 
consists a very attractive tourist destination 
where a lot of monuments of all its historical 
periods are visible. 
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Near the city of Kavala, in the mouth 
of Strymon river, stand the remains of 
fortification walls which are attributed to the 
byzantine city of Chrysoupolis. The city was 
founded around the 9th century AD from 
populations who left Amphipolis after its 
destruction by the Slavs in the 7th century 
AD. The preserved parts of the walls and 
other archaeological evidence suggest that 
the byzantine settlement developed gradually 
and later in the 14th century it was extended 
with the construction of a new wall. Here 
were gathered all maritime commercial 
activities within the valley of the Strymon 
river. In 1553 the city was abandoned. 
Today, the remains of the walls consist a 
unique witness of an impressive byzantine 
city which flourished in the past. 
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AVDERA

Avdera, one of the most important ancient 
cities of the northern Aegean, is located 
on a strategic position with two natural 
ports, on the north coastline of Aegean. It 
was founded as colony from Clazomenae 
in the 7th century BC and its prosperity 
continued until the middle of the 4th century 
AD when it was destroyed. Later, after the 
9th century, the city, renamed Polystylon, 
was limited around the port. Its walls were 
rebuilt probably in the 7th-8th centuries and 
partly founded over the ruins of the ancient 
fortifications. According to literary sources, 
the city was inhabited until the 14th century 
AD. Today there are preserved traces of 
its ancient and byzantine walls as well as the 
byzantine Episcopal church.
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Just next to the modern village of Iasmos 
stand the remains of the byzantine city of 
Anastasioupolis which was an important port 
of northern Aegean Sea. In the 6th century 
AD Justinian I reinforced the city especially 
in the coastal side and built an aqueduct. 
The city was destroyed by tsar Ioannitzis 
(1206) but later the Emperor Andronikos 
III Palaiologos(1341) re-established it 
under the name Peritheorion. Today ruins 
of its impressive walls as well as parts of 
the aqueduct do stand and recall the city’s 
remarkable past. 
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Located on a small strip of land near 
Vistonida lake, Porto Lagos occupies the 
place where according to the tradition 
the “Kingdom of Diomedes” was located. 
In medieval times it was known as Poroi 
(“Passage”) since from that place passed 
the central channel from the open sea 
to Anastasioupolis. The Byzantines built 
a strong fortress in the point, which -as 
shown by excavations- surrounded a large 
settlement. The name Porto Lagos was given 
by Genovese traders. On the west of the 
present port of Porto Lagos there are 
preserved the remains of fortification walls 
as well as ruins of the Episcopal church of 
Poroi (9th-10th c.). 
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Maroneia is located on the southwestern 
slopes of Mount Ismaros which reach the 
sea and shape two natural ports. It was 
founded by colonists from Chios in the mid-
7th century BC and soon developed into a 
prosperous and densely inhabited city-port. 
During the Classical period the city was 
surrounded by strong fortification walls, 
10km-long, which protected it for ages. In 
early Christian period Maroneia remained 
a flourishing city-port, however, after the 
9th century it shrank near the sea where 
the byzantine castle was erected. During 
17th-18th centuries the inhabitants moved 
where the modern village of Maroneia is 
located, at a distance of 4 km far from the 
sea. Today a lot of buildings from the ancient 
and medieval city have been excavated and 
reveal the impressive past of one of the most 
important byzantine Thracian city-ports. 
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Located a few miles west of 
Alexandroupolis, Makri, is today a small 
village with a picturesque port which 
has long history through the ages. 
Archaeological excavations have brought 
to light findings which indicate that the 
wider area was inhabited from the Neolithic 
period until the medieval times. Makri, 
known by this name since the 9th century, 
was on Via Egnatia and played an important 
role as one of the Thracian city-ports. The 
byzantine city, which shrank in the highest 
point after the 10th century, was destroyed 
in the 15th century. Today remains of the 
byzantine settlement and fortification are 
preserved within the modern village.
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Myrina, the modern capital of Lemnos, was 
established on the southwest side of the island 
and is the only settlement which is inhabited 
continuously from the prehistoric period. At the 
western side of the town and on a rocky hill, 
dominates the Venetian Castle with fortifications 
from the archaic period. This castle protected 
two small bays underneath it where the port 
was constructed. From the 14th century the 
commercial action was very intense and the 
city become “emporion” for the monasteries 
of mount Athos and from the 17th century 
there were settled foreign commercials. From 
the port of Myrina, were exported agricultural 
products and animals and imported wood from 
Thassos island and Kondessa, clothing and house 
things from Smyrni, coffee, sugar and industrial 
products from Europe. On the 18th century, 
the greek quarter was built of impressive 
mansions which belonged to rich merchants and 
shipowners basically immigrates from Egypt. On 
19th century, the port become better by the 
construction of stone breakwater and dock. The 
commercial activity is so important and in the 
city there were located three consular agencies: 
the agency of Greece, the agency of England and 
the agency of Netherlands. Nowadays the port 
of Myrina is being connected with few ports of 
the continental Greece and islands in the Aegean 
Sea and seasonally and occasionally with Turkey.
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At the north coast of Lemnos and at the gulf 
of Bournias, is situated Kotsinas or Kokkinos a 
place, which from the 12th century started to 
develop as a safe port and commercial base. At 
the beginning of 13th century the flourishing 
Venetian naval community, established on 
a hill with prehistoric remains, the famous 
castle of Kotsinas, strengthening by this 
action the safety of the port and the village. 
On the 14th century after the abandonment 
of the neighboring town of Hephestia, took 
place the biggest development of Kotsinas as 
commercial center and transit spot. On the 
16th century Kotsinas was mentioned in all navy 
maps and texts of travelers. From this port, 
by tax payment, tradesmen sold and bought 
agricultural products, animals and the famous 
“Limnia Gi”, the medicine against plague and 
other similar diseases. Nevertheless, on 17th 
century, Kotsinas was abandoned because of the 
destruction of the castle from the Venetians and 
the useless port from the accumulation of sand. 
Nowadays, during the winter, the settlement 
of Kotsinas is a village of fishermen from the 
neighboring Repanidi, whereas in summer many 
tourists choose to visited. Although, in summer 
many tourists prefer to visit it.
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The two harbors of Mytilene had a continuous 
life from the archaic era up today. They framed 
the castle, the most important fortification 
work of Lesvos and one of the strongest castle 
in Eastern Mediterranean which controlled the 
hinterland as well as the maritime routes of 
Northeastern Aegean connecting Syria and Egypt 
with Constantinople and Black Sea. In 1261, 
after the Nymphaeum Treaty the first Genoese 
trading colony was installed in the city. During the 
following period of the Gattilusi House authority 
on Lesbos, in the 14th and 15th centuries, there 
was an intense commercial activity by exchanging 
mainly wine, cereals, seafood and mineral wealth 
(alum). There were two ports, the northern one 
of Saint George and the southern one of “Reaya”. 
Probably only the first one was of commercial 
use, where the market and workshops existed, 
as it is noted in notarial and other documents of 
the period. The Ottomans, who ruled from 1462, 
failed to effectively tackle piracy and this had as 
a result the gradual abandonment of the coastal 
settlements and the suppression of the trade. In 
the 18th century Mytilene’s northern port served 
as one of the major bases of the Turkish fleet, 
while the main shipbuilding activity was taking 
place in the southern port after the foundation of 
a public shipyard, which was later renovated by 
Hasan Pasha Tzezaerli. During the late Ottoman 
period, at the head of the northern harbor a 
Turkish cemetery, tanneries, slaughterhouses 
and brothels are recorded, while shipyards 
functioned at the southern harbor until the mid 
20th century.
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Molyvos (the ancient Methymna) functioned 
as one of the most important centres 
of Lesvos from antiquity up today. The 
archaeological investigation in the area 
proved the constant habitation of the 
settlement from the archaic to the late 
ottoman period. It was developed to a 
naturally fortified place, around the fortress-
acropolis, which secured the control of 
the northern passage to Adramyttos Bay. 
In the place of the modern fishing port of 
the settlement the remains of the ancient 
military port are preserved. This was the 
second most important port of Lesbos. The 
commercial port, according to a recent 
survey of the Ephorate of Underwater 
Antiquities, was probably in the coastal area 
at the south of the settlement. There are no 
adequate archaeological evidence about the 
ports’ location and nature in the following 
periods. It is certain that one of the two 
ports was being used during the period of 
the Genoese House of Gattilusi authority as 
there was an intense commercial activity by 
exploiting the alum mines of the neighboring 
Stypsi village. During the Ottoman rule the 
trading activity of Molyvos was shrunk. After 
the Asia Minor Catastrophe in 1922 the 
port’s commercial activity ceased. The city 
then lost the exploitable lands and the supply 
of raw materials for crafts from Asia Minor, 
and the consumer centers of transit trade. 
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Due to its crucial geopolitical location on the 
commercial road from Constantinople to the 
ports of the East, in direct proximity to the 
coast of Asia Minor, as well as due to the natural 
sources which were available to the island (gum, 
silk crafts), the port of Chios was the apple of 
discord between Venetians, Genoese and Turks 
during the medieval period. 

Even from the end of the 10th c. the city-port 
of Chios, as base of nautical theme, is a centre 
for political and military services, and its harbor 
functioned as centre for transit trade. Its castle, 
erected during the byzantine era, protected 
the city from the invasions and created security 
conditions for the economic development. In 
the 13th-14th c., after consecutive conflicts it 
passes to the Genoese for almost two centuries 
(1346-1566). The Genoese organize the harbor 
of Chios as main nautical and commercial centre 
following the case of Genoa, with result the 
development of the specialized services, such 
as banks, brokerage and insurance companies, 
foreign agencies, real estate which were hosted 
to the analogous buildings. 

Ships of various countries which transported 
several cargos were daily arriving to the port 
of Chios, whereas commercial activities were 
conducted with the islands as well as with the 
continental commercial centres of the era, 
from the Black Sea to Africa and of course with 
Constantinople. The Ottoman occupation of 
Chios (1566) with the special benefits that were 
given to the island due to the mastic, do not 
influence the growth of the trade as well as the 
crucial role of the port of Chios, which the island 
kept until the 2nd half of the 18th c.
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The nowadays city of Samos (called «Panormos» 
in antiquity), on the north-eastern coast of 
the island, has a big and safe natural gulf. The 
coastal part of the town, where the harbor is, 
was in the past known as «Kato Vathy». After 
the decline of the commercial activity in the 
first two centuries of the Ottoman rule (15th-
16th c.), the commerce revived again during 
the 17th- early 18th c. with the transportation 
of the Samian wine to short distances (Chios, 
Izmir, Rhodes) through the port of Vathy. 
Towards the end of the 18th and early 19th c., 
due to the favorable conditions created by the 
Treaty of Küçük Kaynarca, the Samian wine 
was transported on a large scale to the ports of 
the Ottoman Empire, the Greek communities 
in Russia, Alexandria and Europe. Foreign 
distilleries and the first tanneries were installed 
in the area of the port in the beginning of the 
19th c. he flourishing of Vathy and the island’s 
commerce is dated to the second half of the 
19th- early 20th c., during the political regime 
of the «Hegemony» (Protectorate). The town 
was gradually transformed according to the 
prototypes of the big urban centers of Asia 
Minor and became the most significant port 
of the island. The local agricultural products 
(wine, oil, raisins, nuts, citrus fruits, honey), the 
Samian tobacco and cigarettes and also products 
of the local craft industry were transported by 
steamboats and sailboats, mainly to the cities 
of the Ottoman Empire. Wine production and 
trade companies, tobacco companies, hotels and 
shops were operating in the port area in the 
beginning of the 20th c.
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he settlement of Pythagoreion (called 
«Tigani» until the mid-20th c.), on the 
south-eastern coast of the island, occupies 
the site of the ancient city of Samos. The 
settlement’s modern port coincides with the 
ancient enclosed military harbor, constructed 
by the tyrant Polycrates (6th c. B.C.). The 
commercial harbor of the city, not preserved 
today due to successive deposits, was 
situated to the west of the former, in an area 
occupied today by an extended salt meadow. 
This harbor must have been in use during 
the early yzantine period (4th-7th c. A.D.), 
a time of intense economic activity based 
on maritime trade. The local agricultural 
products, mainly oil and wine, were 
transported over long distances by sea. t 
still remains unknown when the commercial 
harbor went out of use, but gradually the 
town shrank to the area close to the military 
harbor, which had been reinforced with the 
construction of a castle to the west. During 
the 17th c., the period of the Ottoman 
rule, the deserted military harbor was only 
occasionally used by seamen for the supply 
of drinking water. After the repairing works 
that were carried out in the mid-19th c. the 
commerce flourished again, mainly with the 
Asia Minor coast, and new habitants were 
attracted. 
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In 1088, emperor Alexius I ceded Patmos, 
the island of the Revelation, to the Blessed 
Christodoulos in order to build there 
a monastery dedicated to St. John the 
Theologian; this would effectively establish 
a new defense post for the Byzantine state. 
The monastery had full ownership of the 
island, regulated its social and economic 
life and had the privilege of maintaining its 
own fleet. Maritime enterprise in Patmos 
was conducted from the harbor of Skala. 
Through the centuries Byzantine emperors, 
the Knights of St. John, the Venetians and 
the Turks respected the privileged status 
of its ships. The protection afforded by the 
monastery attracted to the Chora waves of 
refugees from Constantinople after 1453, 
and from Crete after 1669. The ship-owner 
class gradually managed to emancipate 
itself from the monastery and, in the 18th 
century, the proud mansions of its members 
rose to form the north face of the Chora, 
overlooking the harbor. Patmian ships ranged 
from the Anatolian coastline to Venice, Egypt 
and the Black Sea; the Patmian Nicholas 
Vourdopoulos produced the first Greek 
portolan maps in the early 17th century. 
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he town of Cos is the only safe natural 
harbor on the most fertile island of the 
Dodecanese. The agricultural surplus from 
the hinterland -mostly grain, wine, farm 
animals and horses- was shipped to Rhodes 
and the Anatolian coastline. The harbor 
was also a stopping place for the carrying 
trade, linking Constantinople to Egypt and 
Syria, and Italy with Asia Minor and Rhodes. 
Renowned for its wine in Byzantine times, 
Cos suffered repeatedly from Western 
European and Muslim raiders from the 11th 
century onwards. Political instability ended 
in 1314, when the island was occupied by 
the Knights of St. John. The inhabited islet 
protecting the harbor -now a promontory- 
was fortified in the 14th century; its defenses 
were strengthened twice in the 15th century 
and once again in the early 16th. The rest of 
the town was also fortified. Cos passed into 
Ottoman hands on 5 January 1523, a few 
days after the surrender of Rhodes. 
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From the 6th century onwards, under 
Byzantine rule, the five harbors of the 
ancient maritime republic were reduced to 
two: the “great” (commercial) harbor and 
Mandraki, to its north, with an active state 
arsenal. The first defenses of the Byzantine 
town date from the second half of the 7th 
century. In the 13th century, under semi-
autonomous rule (the Gavalas dynasty and 
its “Successors”) the fortified settlement 
expanded substantially. From 1309 to 1522 
Rhodes was the capital of the Island State 
of the Knights of St. John, a multinational 
military religious order subject to the Papacy. 
Its powerful defenses, which included the 
two active harbors, are a model for the 
gradual adaptation of fortification to the 
development of artillery. Its population of 
Greeks, Latins, Jews, Syrians and others, 
was a vigorous mix which ensured a key 
role in the carrying trade of the Eastern 
Mediterranean. It connected Europe, the 
southern Balkans and the Black Sea with the 
Middle East and Egypt, particularly for those 
anxious to avoid Venetian Crete. When the 
walled town was occupied by the Ottoman 
Turks, the Christian inhabitants were 
forced to evacuate it; they mostly settled in 
the surrounding marassia. Since 1988, the 
walled town of Rodos is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. 
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The ancient city which colonized Gela, 
Agrigento, Phaselis, Cyrene and Naucratis 
preserved its maritime orientation until 
recent times. The settlement’s prosperity 
in the Byzantine period is attested by Early 
Christian and Middle Byzantine monuments, 
the writings of Constantine the Lindian (ca. 
880-932) and, later, by church frescoes and 
a fortress; the latter controlled the harbor 
and was used by the Knights of St. John in 
their campaign to conquer the island (1307-
1309). Under the Knights (1309-1522), 
Lindos controlled the trade route to Cyprus, 
Crete and Egypt. It was the nucleus of an 
administrative district (“castellany”) and 
enjoyed a number of privileges due to the 
substantial contribution of its mariners to 
the control of the sea. After the Byzantine 
navy, Lindian oarsmen served in the ships of 
Genoa and Venice. We also know the names 
of some of the local sea captains involved 
in the carrying trade in the 15th and early 
16th century. Under the Ottomans (1522-
1912) the mariners of Lindos expanded their 
range of activity. The resulting prosperity is 
attested by the development of the classic 
Lindian sea-captains’ mansion (17th c.), which 
incorporates elements of medieval urban 
architecture.
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Andros is the northernmost and second is size 
island of Cyclades. In the byzantine era the island 
flourished, especially during the 11th and 12th 
c. with the development of silk industry, of the 
trade of textiles and silk, which were transported 
by ships in Euboea, West, Constantinople and 
Asia Minor. The same period, and mainly since 
the beginning of the 13th c., the texts mention 
the Venetian castle in the port of Chora, whereas 
the archaeological investigation has brought 
to light big quantities of Palaeologan imported 
pottery, as a result of the contacts that Andros 
kept with other city-ports. 

Aiming at the control of the maritime routes 
leading to Constantinople and the Black Sea, 
the Venetians protected Andros with strong 
fortification works and they moved the centre 
of the island to the eastern coast, where they 
built the Kato or Mesa Kastro, a particularly 
fortified castle, where Marino Dandolo and his 
successors lived. The island remained under 
the Venetian authority until 1566, when it was 
captured by the Ottomans up to the Revolution 
of 1821. 

After the Revolution (1830-1860), the shipping 
of Andros flourished and around 1850 the ships 
of Andros were sailing to the Mediterranean, 
to the Euxeinos Pontos, as far as to India and 
America. After 1900 the nautical power of 
the island to the merchant fleet is constantly 
expanding and holds the first place in Greece 
and in the world. The wealth which brings to 
the shipowners, to the captains and the crews is 
reflected to the prosperity of the island, mainly 
of Chora, where during this period there were 
built houses and public building of magnificent 
architecture. 

A .D., F.K.
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Paros was from antiquity one of the most 
important islands of Cyclades, having a 
continuous life due to its crucial geographical 
position to central Aegean, on the axis of the 
commercial streets which linked hinterland 
with the Greek islands of the eastern Aegean, 
the ports of Asia Minor and in general the 
coast of the Mediterranean. The island had one 
of the best marble quarries, which was used 
from antiquity in masterpieces of sculpture of 
great value. The main port of the island was 
Paroikia, where from the 6th c. BC was standing 
the round-shaped in plan castle, built on the 
coastal mound on the exit of the cove. In this 
place, later on, in 1260 the Venetians built on 
the ruins of the ancient acropolis, a new castle. 
After the prevalence of Christianity, in the first 
Christian centuries, the island flourished and 
in the 6th c. Justinian I built in a short distance 
from the coast the magnificent church of 
Panagia Ekatontapyliani. In the 7th c. Paros was 
looted and became the base of Saracen pirates 
who plundered Aegean for centuries. In 1204 
it became part of the Duchy of Aegean with 
Naxos as capital, whereas in 1389 it passed 
under the authority of the hegemonic family 
of Sommaripa, who were nobles of the Duchy 
of Archipelago, and in 1536 under the Venier 
family. After the conquest of Paros by the 
pirate Barbarossa in 1537 it became the base 
of pirates, whereas with the Treaty of 1540 it 
passed under the Ottoman occupation until the 
liberation of Greece in 1821. 
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Chora of Naxos was even from antiquity 
the city-port of the island, which is the 
biggest of Cyclades, with a continuous life 
up today. In the 6th c. the archaic temple 
of Apollo in the small island on the north of 
the harbor was transformed to a Christian 
church, whereas another basilica was built 
to the top of the cliff, where later the 
Venetian castle was erected. During the 
Arab invasions of the 7th and 8th c. Chora 
as well as the coastal cities of Naxos were 
devastated and the population shrunk to the 
hinterland where new castles were erected 
for the protection of the inhabitants. 
After the conquest of Crete in 824, Arabs 
used Naxos as basic supply station for 
their invasions to the rest of the Aegean, 
whereas during the peace that followed 
the recapture made by Nikephoros Phocas, 
Chora continues to be developed. The next 
important period for Naxos was the one, 
during which the island passes under the 
authority of the Most Serene Republic of 
Venice. Marco Sanuro who captures the 
island in 1207 set Naxos as the capital of 
the Duchy of Aegean and built to Chora 
a new impressive castle, strengthened by 
many towers. The Venetian period lasted 
until 1537, when the island passed to 
the Ottomans, and remained under their 
authority until 1829, when Naxos became 
annexed, among the other Aegean islands, 
to the newly established Hellenic State. 
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Piraeus, the famous ancient city-port of 
Athens, after its destruction by the Roman 
General Syllas in 85BC, it started losing its 
importance and remained for many years 
almost desolate. It continued its life in lowest 
tones up to 267, when the port suffered 
from the invasions of Goths and Alarichos, 
after which, the few inhabitants who were 
left took refuge to the mountains. During 
the Medieval period, when activity has 
been recorded to other city-ports of the 
Aegean as well as of the mainland of Greece, 
the role of Piraeus minimized. However, 
in the byzantine sources there are some 
references to its use on the occasion of 
the maritime approach of Athens. During 
the Latin occupation, the port of Piraeus 
was hardly used in trade exchanges, but at 
least since 1318 it has been recorded to the 
western portolans as Porto Leone due to 
the existence of a stone statue of lion which 
stant to the entrance of the port and later 
in 1688 it was transported to Venice by 
Francesco Morosini. After the arrival of the 
Ottomans in the area, in 15th c. it became 
clear that the conquest of Piraeus was 
important for them, since they had as farther 
aim the piracy. During the 17th c., due 
to the archaeological interest for Athens, 
the references for Piraeus by travelers are 
increased, although its constant desolation 
is obvious. At the end of 18th c. - beginning 
of 19th c. it is mentioned in many texts 
of travelers, whereas after the arrival of 
the Bavarian King Otto in 1834, Piraeus is 
developed from a city-port of Athens to an 
important port. 
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Corinth’s advantageous geographical 
position, by the Isthmus, the single and 
narrow overland route connecting the 
Peloponnese with mainland Greece, ensured 
the city’s development into a major political, 
religious, and economic centre and an 
important trade point during the Byzantine 
era. Corinth boasted two harbors: Lechaion 
on the Gulf of Corinth with an eye to the 
West, and Kenchreai on the Saronic Gulf 
oriented toward the East. In both harbors, 
great basilicas were erected and byzantine 
settlements grew. 

In the harbor of Lechaion, the Martyrion of 
St. Leonides was one of the largest basilicas 
in the world. Its rich sculptural decoration, 
of exceptional artistry and carved from 
Proconnesian marble, betrays the building’s 
relationship to Constantinople and lends 
credibility to the supposition that it was 
an imperial endowment. Between the 5th 
and the beginning of the 13th c., the city’s 
trade contacts with the major commercial 
centres of the Mediterranean (e.g. North 
Africa, Palestine, Asia Minor etc.) and 
Constantinople are detectable through the 
masses of imported pottery discovered. 
During the Middle Byzantine period (843-
1204), Corinth’s economy is based on 
manufacture and the export of agricultural 
products, silk and pottery. During the 13th c. 
large quantities of pottery, mainly from 
Puglia and Veneto are imported. At the end 
of the 14th c., especially due to the overall 
insecurity of the area, the city gradually 
shrinks to the more secure Acrocorinth, 
forfeiting its function as a commercial hub.
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The city of Chania is characterized by 
successive phases of habitation. Already 
from the prehistoric period there have 
been preserved traces of the Minoan centre 
Kudonija mainly in Casteli area, whereas 
important material remains from the city 
of historic and byzantine era have been 
appointed. After the conquest of Chania by 
the Venetians (1252-1645), the planning of the 
new fortifications made by Michele Sanmicheli, 
included the realization of harbor works 
which would serve the needs of the city and 
would offer security to the inhabitants. In 
the centre of the breakwater, founded to a 
series of reefs, was constructed the bastion 
of St Nicolas which covered the big distance 
until the entry of the harbor, protecting it 
from the northwest, in combination to the 
Revellino del Porto. Founded to the natural 
rock was also the lighthouse which was 
constructed by the Venetians. Simultaneously, 
the need for the full presence of the Venetian 
fleet in Crete, forced Venice to construct 
dockyards (arsenali), in which the ships 
were repaired during the winter. During the 
Ottoman period (1645), the harbor was left 
to entire abandonment, without any repair or 
conservation. The years of the concession of 
Crete to the regent of Egypt Mohammed Ali 
(1830-1840), there were implemented repairs 
to the breakwater and a new lighthouse was 
constructed to the place of the old Venetian. 
During the Cretan State the outline of the 
harbor was gradually extended, although its 
importance had already been reduced, since 
the big ships used the natural port of Souda.
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The small port located on the NE of the 
city of Rethymnon existed already from 
the middle byzantine period, surrounded 
by the Castrum Rethemi, the fortified 
settlement of the Rethymnon. Its restricted 
size in combination with the fact that is 
was very often filled with sand due to the 
strong north winds, caused the systematic 
intervention of the Venetians almost 
immediately after their installation to the 
city in 1211. According to the archival 
sources, besides the intensive efforts of the 
authorities and the inhabitants of the city, 
its form didn’t change dramatically, so it 
remained a small peripheral port not only 
during the Venetian period but during the 
next years as well. During the Ottoman 
period several interventions took place to 
the harbor, whereas in 1838 the distinctive 
lighthouse at the edge of the northern pier 
was constructed. In the 14th c. the port 
of Rethymnon was a centre for importing 
products, such as iron and timber, mainly 
from the big trade center of the island, the 
port of Chandakas, and promoting them 
to the hinterland, and for exporting grain 
to Chandakas. Since 16th c. it established 
communication with many city-ports, such as 
Alexandreia, Marseille, Constantinople and 
Smyrna, to which it exported olive-oil, citrus 
fruits, cheese and wine, whereas it imported 
timber, spices, legumes etc. 
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The settlement of Panormos was from 
antiquity an important coastal site at the east 
of Rethymnon and it functioned as the sea-
port of the ancient city of Eleutherna. During 
the 13th c. Panormos was a fortified city with 
a harbor, known to the sources as Castel 

di Mylopotamo. We have more information 
on the city-port of Mylopotamos since the 
14th c., referring to the maritime traffic from 
and to the port of Chandakas, which was 
the main transit centre of the island. More 
specifically, according to the archive sources, 
the products that were transported from 
Chandakas to Mylopotamos was rough iron 
and iron objects, timber, as well as various 
other products (salt, soap, pitch, lead, etc.), 
whereas to Chandakas there were exported 
agricultural products, mainly grain (wheat - 
barley) and less legumes and oil.
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Herakleion is mentioned to inscriptions from the 
beginning of the 3rd c. BC. Recent excavations 
have testified that the city during the Hellenistic 
period was fortified by strong defensive walls with 
rectangular towers which reached the coastal 
line and the harbor. The cove of the venetian 
harbor probably functioned as docking place. The 
fortification was reconstructed during the 7th or 
8th c. AD and was surrounded by moat, which 
gave the Arab name of the city: Rabdh el-Khandaq 

(castle of the Moat), or Chandax for the Byzantines. 
The city was captured in 828 AD by the Arabs, 
who used it as base for their raids in Aegean until 
961 AD when it was recaptured by Nikephoros 
Phocas. 

Up to the end of the 12th c., Chandax 
experienced a big trade and economic 
development. After a short period of occupation 
by the Genoese pirates of Enrico Pescatore, the 
city passed to the Venetians in 1211 and Candia 
became the capital of the Venetian Kingdom 
of Crete, -the most important trade centre of 
Venice in Eastern Mediterranean. The harbor 
was fully equipped in order to handle trade and 
to host the Venetian galleys. To the edge of 
the north breakwater it was constructed the 
strong fortress Castello a Mare, whereas in the 
south part there were gradually constructed 
three complexes of dockyards (arsenali). After 
the Ottoman occupation of Cyprus in 1571, the 
commercial role of Candia was reinforced. The 
Venetians attempted to protect Chandax by 
constructing a huge defensive programme, but the 
city, after facing the biggest siege in the history of 
humanity, known as the Cretan War, was finally 
surrendered in 1669 to the Sultan by the last 
Venetian defender Francesco Morosini. 
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The ancient Cherronessos or Chersonesos 
was from the Hellenistic era one of the 
few safe and naturally fortified ports of 
the northeastern coast of Crete, the 
best between Herakleion and Elounta, 
and the closest to the maritime routes of 
communication with the Cyclades. The 
remarkable growth of trade during the so 
called “pax romana” gave to Chersonessos 
the opportunity to be developed to an 
important urban centre and one of the 
few cities which retained their autonomy. 
During the early Christian era it became see 
of bishopric and experienced an intensive 
residential growth. The rocky mound 
“Kastri” which protected the harbor from 
the northern winds, functioned as worship 
centre, in which there were gradually 
constructed a Hellenistic temple dedicated to 
Britomartis, a building of the 2nd half of the 
4th c. as well as an early Christian episcopal 
basilica. The city suffered from successive 
earthquakes, mainly from the one of 365 AD, 
followed by respective reconstructions. he 
excavations have brought to light a theatre, 
public buildings, comfortable paved streets 
and luxury urban houses. The frequency of 
the Arav invasions in combination with the 
earthquake of 796 AD were the main reasons 
for the abandonment of the city. Ruins of 
round towers of the fortification of the last 
phase preserved to the rocks of Kastri and 
the harbor were preserved in height until the 
end of the 19th c., whereas the sunken harbor 
installations and buildings of the city testify its 
final form before its sinking. 
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The maritime tradition of Cyprus in the Antiquity is 
well-testified, both through written sources and archae-
ological findings of the port facilities, as well as through 
the characteristic Cypriot miniatures of ships made of 
terracotta1. Ancient shrines dedicated to the goddess 
Isis2, the patron of seafarers were identified both in 
Cyprus and neighboring places, while a main pilgrimage 
centre for the protection of seafarers was the Heraion 
of Samos, where several Cypriot offerings3 were found.

In the harbor-network of the Roman Empire, Cy-
prus and particularly the port of Paphos as administra-
tive seat played a key role due to its geographical posi-
tion4 by supplying vessels, carrying merchants, soldiers 
and pilgrims to the ancient sanctuaries of the eastern 
Mediterranean5 and to the Aegean. The strong westerly 
and northwesterly winds and the sea streams in Cyprus 
contributed decisively to the voyage-routes from west 
and north to east, but made difficult the opposite direc-
tion, leading to the preference for more frequent use 
the route along the southern coastline of the island6. 
Journeys were performed normally in the morning, 
while the bays of Cyprus offered protection during the 
night7. At the same time several anchorages8 were used 
for the local needs. Several shipwrecks in the seawaters 
around Cyprus confirm that the sea journey was not 
the easiest task9.

In the early Christian period, the devastating earth-
quake of the fourth century A.D. destroyed Paphos and 
caused the transfer of the administrative center to Sa-
lamis, which was equipped with modern port facilities. 
The trip of St. Epiphanius of Salamis to Constantinople 
lasted nine days, while in his Vita are also recorded the 
distances between Salamis and Rome (40 days) and Sala-
mis - Egypt (seven days)10. Through the role of Egypt to 
the grain supply of Constantinople, the transportation 
of pilgrims from the West and North to the Holy Land 
and the commercial traffic11 in general emerged Cyprus 
as an important Mediterranean stepping stone in the 
sea-routes of the Byzantine Empire. Meanwhile, sources 
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of the fifth century mention a ship-connection between 
Alexandria and Athens, which probably required a stop-
over in Cyprus12. This intense activity was reflected in 
the urban character of the coastal cities of the island, 
as well as in the large population of Cyprus, mirrored 
both in luxury complexes (e.g. several basilicas and lux-
ury villas) and wealth, unearthed by archaeological ex-
cavations.

The Apostles’ arrival from Seleucia to Salamis in or-
der to spread the Christianity and their departure from 
the port of Paphos to Asia Minor and from the port of 
Limnites to Egypt, as well as the tradition of the arrival 
of Saint Helen from Jerusalem to Pomos is characteris-
tic of the sea routes. The use of ports in western Cy-
prus to travel for Egypt is also confirmed by archaeolog-
ical findings. Well-known is the inscription “Prayer for 
the sailors” engraved on the ambo of the baptistery’s 
basilica in Pegia, which seems to relate Pegia with an 
anchorage on the way from Egypt to Constantinople13.

The export of metal from the ports of Lapethos14 
and Soloi and the natural harbor of Hagios Philon in 
Karpasia improve our knowledge on the ports, which 
were in use during the first Christian centuries. Further-
more epigraphic material links Seleucia of Pieria with 
ports in Cyprus15 and the transportation of Armenian 
refugees from the Near East to Cyprus by Emperor Ti-
berius II. in 57816 record the radius of the naval activity, 
which was related with the island. Furthermore we have 
to include the identified wrecks in Asia Minor (Bozbu-
run17, Yassi Ada18) with products from Cyprus and the 
Black Sea (Euxeinos Pontos).

Since the middle of the VII. century with the presence 
of the Arabs in the foreground, their raids and looting, 
the gradual conquest of byzantine territories in Africa and 
the Near East and the caused insecurity of the maritime 
transports, the sea-communication was not interrupted, 
but caused considerable difficulties and contributed to 
the gradual abandonment of the urban life in Cyprus and 
to its transformation to a rural society19. 

These facts caused at the same time the construc-
tion or repair of the fortifications for the port facilities 
(e.g. in Amathus20, Paphos), in order to face the foreign 
invaders, while the repair of the aqueduct in Salamis in 
the era of Heraclius21 should be examined in the frame 
of the needs for supplying ships with water, beyond the 
needs received a credit of the city, which was damaged 
by the Arabs. The testimony of the sources is worth 
mentioning, as the case of a Cypriot boatswain, who 
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Fig. 4
Traces of the 
ancient port 
facilities of 
Paphos (Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).

Fig. 6
View of the 
Kyrenia-
Shipwreck. 
(Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).

Fig. 5
Modern port 
facilities in 
the Turkish-
occupied port of 
Karabostasi 
(Bay of Morphou).

Fig. 7-8
View of the 
underwater 
research of the 
Kyrenia-Shipwreck. 
(Cyprus Department 
of Antiquities).
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in the VII. Century for his ship22. The residents of the 
coastal towns moved for precautionary reasons to the 
inland and the port facilities took, as it seems, the form 
of a “Scala”, i.e. of port facilities, but not of a coastal city. 

Hagiological testimonies recorded information re-
garding the ports of Cyprus and the maritime routes. In 
the VII.th century the sea route from Crete to Constan-
tinople with a stopover in Cyprus (bishop of Gortyn 
Paul) 23 is documented. St. Villibald sailed from Rome in 
order to reach the Holy Land during the VIII.th century 
and through Sicily, Cyclades and Samos arrived in Pa-
phos and from there he sailed off to Jerusalem; this sea 
route seems that continues the same one, followed by 
the holy Pavla in the IV.th century24. In the same period, 
commercial relations with the Arabic Near East had not 
been interrupted and Cypriot merchants were sailing 
off from the port of Kition in order to reach Gavala in 
Syria, a town south of Laodicea25.

The presence of the prime protector of sailors, St. 
Phocas, in the religious life of Cyprus26 and his gradual 
substitution around the VII.th century by St. Nicholas27, 
as well as the dedication of churches to Saint Nicholas 
and the traditions related to him, as in the rest of the 
Aegean, reflect the increasingly strong relationship be-
tween the Cypriots28 and the sea.

A Collection with Miracles of St. Nicholas, dated to 
the VII.-IX.th centuries refers to ships carrying wheat 
from Cyprus to Constantinople29, continuing the mar-
itime route before the conquest of Egypt by the Arabs 
and the transportation of the annona civica with ships 
loaded with supplies to the port of Theodosius in Con-
stantinople30. At the same period Arab sources mention 
the arrival of ambassadors and merchants from Con-
stantinople to Cairo and record the maritime commu-
nication between the Egyptian town of Peluso and Trip-
olis to Constantinople, apparently via Cyprus31.

Both hagiographical texts, and shipwrecks (St. An-
drew, Kastellorizo  , Kyrenia, Yassi Ada, Haifa) 32 confirm 
the communication between Asia Minor and Cyprus, ei-
ther through Ephesus (Saint Peter from Atroa, IX.th c.) 
or through the more usual, as characteristically men-
tioned, route via Attaleia33 (Vita of Holy Constantine of 
Judean, middle IX.th. century).

Similarly, the widespread of the name “karavos”34 for 
the word “ship” during the middle Byzantine period is 
reflected in Cypriot geographical names (Karavostasi, 
Karavas) and refers to relevant port installations of the 
Byzantine period.
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Fig. 9
Detail of the 
port facilities 
of Lampousa in 
the district of 
Kyrenia (Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).

Fig. 10
Traces of the port 
facilities at the 
small harbor in 
Lampousa 
(Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).
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The recovery of the Byzantine Empire during the 
10th, 11th and 12th centuries, the weakening of the Ar-
abs and the liberation of the Holy Land gave new boost 
to the maritime communication and to the trade; the 
role of Cyprus became more important for the Byz-
antine Empire. The ports are gradually being inhabited 
and were transformed into cities with large markets35. 
Trade restarted to flourish, as confirmed by both, writ-
ten sources and underwater evidence36. Genoese ships 
sail around the Cyclades, Rhodes and via Cyprus ap-
proach Egypt37, while silk products were exported to 
Tripolis of Palestine38. Three middle Byzantine texts, 
which were copied in a Cypriot manuscript, contain the 
ways of calculating the duty of goods, carried by boats39. 
The tradition of the church of Antiphonites, today in 
the Turkish-occupied village of Hagios Ambrosios in the 
district of Kyrenia, refers to a Cypriot merchant, who 
received a loan from a Jew but was drowned in a ship-
wreck and preserves the climate of the maritime activ-
ity in Cyprus, the financial transactions and the risks of 
the sea40. To these risks we have to include the piracy, 
which at that time was very intense.

 Hagiographical texts record the ship route from 
Constantinople to Cyprus through the island of Pat-
mos and from Cyprus to the Holy Land41; the Life of 
St. Sabbas the Younger mentions this route during the 
late Palaeologan period, with stopovers in Lemnos, 
Lesbos, Chios and Ephesus42. The holy Neophytos 
intended to travel from the Paphos’ harbor to Asia 
Minor, while he mentions in his Writings the byzan-
tine Arsenal of Paphos43.

Written sources record the following information 
regarding the time of sea travels: to cover the distance 
between Cyprus and Constantinople was required from 
ten to 18 days44, a two days trip was necessary in order 
to cover the distance between Cyprus and Tripolis in 
Syria45 or Cyprus and Rhodes46, while the trip between 
Cyprus and Korykos required four days47 and between 
Cyprus and Crete were needed nine days48.

The Crusades upgraded Cyprus’ position in the 
plans of the Byzantine Empire and led to the rebuild 
and strengthen of the coastal fortress facilities, as 
confirmed at least in Kition49, Lemesos50 Paphos51 and 
Kyrenia52, while a number of observatories around the 
island offered further safety53. Photos of the coastal 
front of Kyrenia during the early 20th century docu-
ment a fortified coastal position, as we know it from 
other Aegean islands (e.g. Antiparos, Chios) 54, where 
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Fig. 11
Small harbor of 
Hagios Philon 
in Rizokarpason 
(Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).

Fig. 12
Fundaments of the 
port facilities of 
the small harbor 
of St. Philon in 
Rizokarpason 
(Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).
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the outer walls of the castles were at the same time 
the front walls of the residences.

The Latin conquest of Cyprus in 1191 was a landmark 
in the history of the island, since the naval efforts of Con-
stantinople and its fall in 1204 did not allow the reintegra-
tion of Cyprus into the Byzantine Empire. The establish-
ment of the Frankish kingdom of Cyprus transformed the 
island into a valuable stepping stone for supplying the Lat-
in kingdom of Jerusalem with goods and for the maritime 
communication between Latin dioceses in the West and 
their possessions in the East, at least until the fall of Acre 
(1291). After the Fall of Acre, the commercial activity was 
mainly transferred to Cypriot ports. Travelers’ itineraries 
of that period display the great number of ships, which 
were anchored in the Cypriot ports and the crucial geo-
graphical position occupied by Lemesos and Ammochos-
tos/Famagusta. Products from the West were arriving to 
Cypriot ports and were sold or exchanged with Cypriot 
goods and products of the East, as recorded in the Diary 
of a Genoese merchant of the 14th century55 and in legal 
documents of that era56. The function of custom offices, 
as mentioned in Lemesos57, warehouses, lighthouses and 
inns were turning ports into busy economic activity cen-
ters. The prohibitions of the Pope for direct trade with 
Muslims58 or with the Mamelukes during the Venetian 
period turned Cyprus into a regional trade centre. The 
relations of the Frankish kingdom to the Byzantine capital 
had not been interrupted, as written sources and artis-
tic evidence reveal. Furthermore, the arrival of Byzantine 
embassies to the Sultans of Egypt during the 14th and 
15th centuries required stopover in Cyprus59, while oc-
casionally bans by the Venetian authorities for Byzantine 
ships to enter ports of Crete60 upgraded the importance 
of the Cypriot ports. The ports of Cyprus were also the 
meeting point of the naval forces of western rulers, who 
attempted battles and attacks against the Muslim East, 
such as the attack against Egypt in May 1249 by King Lou-
is IX., who sailed off from the port of Lemesos61.

When Cyprus was included to the colonies of Venice, 
it was fully integrated into the commercial network, de-
veloped by the Serenissima between East and West. The 
products of Cyprus (cotton62, salt, cane, camlet textiles63, 
etc.) were transported by Venetian ships to the seat of 
the Doge and from there were sold to the Western and 
Northern Europe, while goods from the Western Eu-
rope were reaching the markets of Cypriot ports64.

The interest of Venice for the maritime trade caused 
a strong interest in the cartography (the oldest map 
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Fig. 17
Portolan of 
Cyprus by Alonso 
de Santa Cruz. 
1545 (Tolias, 

, 108).

Fig. 15
View of the 
castle and 
the harbor of 
Kyrenia (Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).

Fig. 16
Bird view of 
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harbor (Cyprus 
Department of 
Antiquities).



179

of Cyprus dates back to 1480), shipbuilding, repair of 
port facilities and coastal fortifications, observatories, 
lighthouses and warehouses. Cyprus became one of 
the largest transshipment centers in the Mediterranean 
with Famagusta as its main port. The medieval town of 
Famagusta gathered merchants from all over Europe, 
while the naval engagement of the people is reflected 
even in ship-graffiti on the church walls65, depicting 
caravels and ships, demonstrating the prayers of their 
relatives to avoid the dangers of the sea or the expres-
sion of their thanks for their safe return. The port of 
Kyrenia held also a key role in communication with the 
coasts of Asia Minor. Military Venetian galleys anchored 
in Cyprus, both for defending the island and in order to 
prevent pirate attacks66.

The siege of Cyprus by the Ottomans in 1570/1 was 
based on the Ottoman fleet, which captured the Vene-
tian ports of the island and transported the numerous 
soldiers, in order to conquer Lefkosia and Famagusta. 
The conquest of Cyprus and that of Crete in 1669 had a 
negative effect on the maritime communications and the 
trade for the first decades. The fact that the Ottoman 
empire limited its activity mainly to tax collection and 
did not carry out the trade itself -as before Venice did- 
led to the abandonment of port facilities (breakwaters, 
docks) and the decline of the maritime trade. Itineraries 
of the Turkish period testify often the gradual sanding of 
the Cypriot ports, which prevented the ships to anchor 
in the ports. The Russian-Turkish Wars and the capitu-
lations gave new impulse to the maritime trade and to 
the port-activity of the Ottoman Empire. Large mon-
asteries such as the Kykkos monastery owned ships, 
which transported and sold their own products in the 
markets of the Ottomans. A new prosperous era owed 
again to the sea and its ports was beginning.
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The oldest port city of the gulf of Famagusta, 
Egkomi was replaced between 11th-3rd 
century B.C. by Salamis, where two harbors 
existed: the northern, which was military 
and closed and the southern, which had a 
breakwater. Arsinoe and its harbor since 
their foundation has succeeded Salamis, 
where the apostles Paul and Barnabas 
arrived. Earthquakes of the fourth century 
AD caused disasters in Arsinoe and Salamis, 
which was rebuilt by the son of Constantine 
the Great and was renamed Constantia. 
Constantia was destroyed by the Arabs and 
was succeeded by Famagusta in the place of 
the ruined Arsinoe. The port of Famagusta 
was double and its entrance was secured 
with chain and protected with fortifications. 
A series of reefs and islets along the coast 
functioned as a natural breakwater. In the 
inner harbor was a wooden pier, and near 
the Gate of the Sea was the Customs Office 
and the dockyard. With the fall of Acre 
(1291) Famagusta monopolized all trade 
between Europe and the Near East and 
became the bone of contention between 
the Marine Republics of Genoa and Venice. 
The occupation of Famagusta by the 
Genoese (1374-1464) and the expulsion of 
the merchants caused its gradual decline. 
During the Venetian rule the impressive 
walls of Famagusta here built, while during 
the Ottoman rule the city and port were 
in a state of neglect. During the British rule 
(1904) were undertaken some improvement 
works in the port, which was also connected 
with Lefkosia by rail. Until the Turkish 
invasion of 1974, Famagusta was the main 
port of the island, both in terms of tonnage, 
and in terms of goods and passenger traffic. 
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The port of Kyrenia on the northern coast 
of Cyprus, opposite of the Asia Minor coast, 
receives the marine currents and the winds 
impacting the towering mountains of Asia 
Minor. In the area have been found several 
shipwrecks, which testify the uninterrupted 
communication of Kyrenia with the Aegean 
islands and the Asia Minor coast. One mile 
outside the harbor has been pulled up a 
wreck of the IV. c. B.C. and part of its cargo, 
which is displayed in the castle of the city. 
Despite the difficult conditions for navigation 
the port of Kyrenia, as the smallest port 
of Lapethos to the west of Kyrenia, which 
was destroyed during the Arab raids in the 
6th century AD, played an important role 
in naval and commercial communication 
with the surrounding area. In late antiquity 
probably the port of Kyrenia was replaced by 
the port of Lampousa (near Lapethos).

During the Middle Byzantine period, next to 
the port of Kyrenia was erected the Castle 
with the church of St George in the interior. 
The Byzantine fleet, stationed in Attaleia, 
often anchored in Kyrenia, which functioned 
as a seaport of the capital, Lefkosia. In 1191 
Richard the Lionheart occupies the castle of 
Kyrenia and controls the port, while in 1230 
the port city, which had previously been 
occupied by the German Emperor Frederick 
II was released. During the Venetian rule 
the castle and the port were repaired and 
extended. During the Ottoman and British 
rule the Castle was used as a prison. Today, 
on the outer side of the west modern 
breakwater some stone remnants of the old 
port are distinguished and are attributable to 
the Roman-Byzantine and medieval period. 
After the invasion of 1974, the Turks have 
built a modern harbor port to the east.
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The salt lake of Hala Sultan Tekke, which 
then joined the sea, formed the prehistoric 
port of Kition. The gradual filling of the port 
with sand closed up its entrance. Around 
the end of 13th century B.C. a new port 
was built in the natural bay of Pamboula, 
on the other side of the city, as the ancient 
dockyards confirm. Probably earthquakes 
during the fourth century AD caused 
destruction to the early Christian harbor, 
which was gradually turned into a marshy 
area and was drained by the British.

Byzantine texts and findings suggest a walled 
seafront and a castle, known as “the castle of 
St. Lazarus” on the site of the today coastal 
fortress of Larnaca. The so-called “port of 
St. Lazarus” was used after the Genoese 
conquest of Famagusta (Ammochostos) as 
the main port of the Cyprus, in order to 
supply ships carrying pilgrims and merchants 
to Jerusalem.

During the Ottoman period Larnaca became 
the most important port of Cyprus, where 
the Consulates of Western countries since 
the 17th century were housed, while the 
Salt-lake was also used for unloading salt to 
ships. Since 1853 a quarantine-station was in 
operation, despite the gradual decline of port 
facilities; the ships could no longer enter 
the harbor, but were anchored about a mile 
away and transshipped goods and passengers 
in boats.

In the 30’s the businessman Basil Zaharoff, 
born in Asia Minor, built the first wooden 
pier, while during the 20th century the 
British proceeded to improvement works by 
creating wharf, extension of the dock and a 
breakwater.

CH.CH.

     ,    
        

    .  
     ,   

    13  . .    
   ,     
,       
.        

  .     
 . .     ,  

        
  . 

      
     
   ,   «  

  »      
 .     «  

»      
       

        
  ,     

   . 

       
   ,    

17      , 
       

        . 
       

,      
       
   .  1853  

.

   ’30   
   

      
,      20    
    , 

    .

. .

A
LARNACA



. 
  

Luigi Mayer. 
1780.

Amathous. 
Painting by 
Luigi Mayer. 
1780.

. 
 

  
   

I. Bavdoin, 
1629.

Lemesos. 
Detail of the 
engraving of 
the book of 
I. Bavdoin, 
1629.



191

The oldest port of Lemesos is located 
on the ancient Amathus. The outer 
harbor, which arms can still be seen, was 
constructed by Demetrios the Conqueror 
and was abandoned early due to sanding. 
Archaeological investigations have identified 
close to the market of Amathus the entry 
and the arms of the inner harbor, which 
must have been in use during the period 
of the Arab raids (6th-10th century). 
Lemesos Nemesis / Neapolis must have 
been established after the termination of the 
Arab invasions (965) and together with its 
port had a rapid growth and became during 
the 12th and 13th century the main port 
of Cyprus. The Byzantine emperor John II 
Komnenos allowed in 1126 the privileged 
mooring in Lemesos of Venetians, Genoese 
and Pisano merchants.

The dense activity of the port was associated 
with the arrival of Richard the Lionheart 
(1191), which resulted in the conquest of 
the island. In Lemesos have sailed Western 
troops, both the German emperor Frederick 
II, and the French king Louis IX.

The town was burnt by the Mamluks in 1426. 
Between the years 1449 and 1451 Venetian 
ships brought the plague from Syria to the 
residents of Lemesos, causing the ruin of the 
city, which was completed with earthquakes 
(1491, 1556). In 1559 after an Ottoman 
attack, the Venetians destroyed the fort 
leaving the city defenseless. During the 19th 
century Lemesos became the main port of 
Cyprus for exports of wine and carob. On 
1950’s the old port of Lemesos has been 
constucted by the British, replaced in 1973 
by the modern port, whereas since 1974 
Lemesos remains the main port of Cyprus.

I.E.

       
   .   
,      

,      
    . 

     
,       

 ,      
     (6 -10  

).    /   
       

 (965)       
      

12   13       . 
      

  1126     
 ,    . 

      
       

(1191),       
.      

,     
 ,      
 .

       
1426.  1449-51    

        
,     , 

     
(1491, 1556).  1559    

,      
   .  19    

       
     .  

  1950    
     ,  

   1973   , 
   1974      

  .

I.H.

 - 
AMATHUS - LEMESOS 



O  
  

   
. 

The 
archaeological 
site and the 
port of Soloi.

   
  

  
Alonso de 
Santa Cruz. 
1545.

The Gulf of 
Morphou in 
the map by 
Alonso de 
Santa Cruz. 
1545.



193

        
,      « -

»,        
      

       
.     

       
,        

  ,     . 
      

      . 
       

       
  .    , 

     
        

    . 

       
   ,     

     .  
      

     , 
      

   ,    
.

          
  ,   

      
 .     

 1974       
,      

 ,      
    . 

       
      ,  

       
      

 ,    
   .

. .

The ancient temples in Cholades and Soloi, 
as well as the cult of “Venus-Morpho”, 
who gave its name to the current town 
of Morphou turned the whole area into a 
major religious center during the Antiquity. 
A considerable number of pilgrims and 
merchants was travelling through the ancient 
port of Soloi, which was up to late Roman 
times the main seaport, but not the only one. 
Apostle Mark departed for Alexandria from 
the nearby port of Limnites. The westerly 
and northwesterly winds blowing in Cyprus 
facilitated the arrival of ships from the west 
and north. Bays of the northern coast, as the 
one in Melabros were used as shelters for 
the night or in order to protect the ships 
from the bad weather. 

The wealth of the coastal city of Soloi 
attracted also the Arabs, who during the VII. 
Century raided and ransacked the region. 
Probably this fact has contributed to the 
development of Theomorphou as Byzantine 
center; its location in the hinterland offered 
security from the raids, brought by the sea.

The port of Soloi was replaced by the 
byzantine port of Karabostasi, which was the 
port of the medieval Theomorphou and of 
modern Morphou. Until the Turkish invasion 
of 1974 raw material was exported from 
the regional mines, which was loaded with 
wagons to ships anchored on the docks of 
Karabostasi and adjacent Xeros. Although 
smaller than the port of Kyrenia and those 
of the southern coast of Cyprus, Karabostasi 
and Xeros formed the main export harbor 
for several products of the plain of Morphou, 
providing maritime communication with the 
rest of Europe.
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The foundation of the ancient Paphos has 
been closely associated with sanctuaries and 
port facilities, which ensured traders, pilgrims 
and warships safe grounding and protection. 
Continuous sanding, strong winds and 
intense seismic activity in the region required 
repeated repairs of the port. From the 
prosperous harbor of the Ptolemaic era, 
which was repaired by the Romans departed 
the apostle Paul to the Asia Minor city of 
Perge. The sources mention “a triple port 
against all winds” while anchorages in the 
region were supplying during the Christian 
period ships traveling between Egypt and 
Constantinople. The Byzantines repaired 
the port after the earthquakes of the fourth 
century and fortified it due to the Arab 
invasions (VII. Century).

During the Byzantine period a dockyard 
and a coastal castle with a church were 
erected. The earthquakes of the next 
centuries led to renovations of fortifications 
and port facilities by Byzantines, Franks and 
Venetians. Venetian sources describe the 
harbor entrance surrounded by a lighthouse 
and two towers, which together with 
Venetian galleys, anchored in Paphos, offered 
protection from pirates to merchants and 
pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem.

The Ottomans neglected the port facilities, 
the sanding led to the gradual conversion 
of Paphos’ harbor into a shallow port, 
while the precipitation of breakwaters 
caused the destruction of the medieval 
towers. The ships were anchoring a mile 
away, while passengers and goods were 
transported ashore by boats. During the 
English domination (1910) dredging works 
were performed in the port, creating a new 
breakwater and the renovation of the dock.
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